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by HE Author of the tale FER 


was an excellent Philoſopher. and 
Divine ;; and his Writings were held in high 
Eſteem” by the greateſt Men of the Ape 
wherein he lived. Mr. Locke, frequently, 


cites and em him; and in his Para- 


. 


ohraſe and Notes on St. Paul's Epiſtles, refers 


his Reader for Satisfaction to the following 


Work “. oY 55 


r 


"The? Neben of ſo great a Man 
has produced a long and great Enquiry aſter 
this Treatiſe. It is therefore re- publiſhed to 
1 ſuch as have not been able to procure 

; and the Dyſcourſe concerning Perſeve- 
rance annexed. to the firſt I is likewiſe 


here preſerved. 
The principal Writings of the Author are 


| theſe, vis. 


| 


1 


co 
f 


Divine Goodneſs explicated 450 vindicated 


from the Exceptions of the Atheiſt, 1671, 


12MO. 
Organum Vetus & Novum; or, a Dit» 
courſe of Reaſon and Truth, 1678, 12MO. 
« 2 An 


* 86 1 Cer, ii. 7. Rom. xvi. 25. 


iv ADVERTISEMENT. 


An Eſſay upon Reaſon, and the Nature of 
Spirits, 8 vo. 1694. 

Of the Soul of the World, and of par- 
ticular Souls, ina Letter to Mr. Locke, 8vo. 


1699. 


Other Books he wrote, which are of in- 
ferior Value; but thoſe here mentioned, 
with this now re- publiſned, are of intrinſic 
Worth, and will be ever eſteemed by ſuch 
as know how to reliſh Truth and Goodrich 
unaccompanied with the Ornaments of Style 
and DING: 


Th EDITOR. 


| Fo 


_—_ 


—— 
PR E F A CE to the FIRST EDITION. 
To the Candid Reader. 


Am told, no Book will paſs without a Pre- 

Jace; and therefore being obliged to be- 
Jpeak my Rrader, I think I cannot db it better 
than by briefly telling him what 1 bave done. 
in the following Treatiſe, together with che 
Occaſion that drew me on to do it. 

The. Doctrine of Perſeverance in the Fai th 
of Chriſt lad long ſeemed a dark and perplexed: 
one to me; but I was come at laſt to ſome De- 
gree of Clearneſs and Settlement about it. For" 
I made a Reſolution. that Perſeverance. being a 
Duty, and there, being alſo a Way preſcribed. 
fer the attaining to it, it lay upon Men to ſee . 
they perſevered by USING the proper Means; 
without which they would as certainly miſcar- 

ry, as by IT, and with God's Bleſſing they cer- 
mn; would not. 

- However, there continued to flick ben y 
Mind one Difficulty that aroſe from the ch 7 
and indifſolvable Connection in the Chain of 
Salvation, Rom. viii. 29, 30. where St. Paul 
deſtribes the Purpoſe. of God (which is) ac- 
cording to Election. For if the. divine Pur- 
poſe muſt be underſtood of a ſecret peremptory | 
Decree, that unalterably eſtabliſhes the eternal 
Condition of particular Men, I could not ſees). 
but that as all ſhall certainly believe, and pero 
fevert. unto the End, and in the End attain 196 


eternal 


vi PREFACE. 
eternal Life. who have the Happineſs to be fa- 


boured with that Decree; ſo all others who 


are paſſed by, muſt as inevitably miſs BI 


fedneſs and the Way unto it; which Lot of 


theirs in this Caſe will only be their n 


neſs, not their Fault. 
But this appeared to me a very hard Thing, 


and utterly inconfiftent with the Method of Grd 


m governing the World, as common Reaſon does 


diſplay that Government. For Reaſon, con- 


Adring the Attributes of God, his Goodneſs, 


Wiſdom, and Juſtice, and alſo the Nature and 
Conſtitution of Man, that he is a reafortable - 
Creature, - endowed with a Freedom of Will, 

as well as with Light in the Underſtanding 
It thence eafily enough inferu, that God 2 | 
made Man to be ach @ Creature, does accord- 
ingly tranſact with, and treat him; that is, 
he does not determine Man unto his End, as if 
be were a mere Machine, by plain irrefitible 


Force; or as if be were a Beaſt by mere In- 


ftintt without, or againſt his Will ; but that 


be guides, and lads, und governs him, works ng on 
him indeed, and drawing of him, but flill with 
Cords of a Man, that is, with Reaſons, Moti ves, 
and Arguments. And in Truth, this Method 
too is that, in which the Holy Script ures ſet 
out the Government of God; for they repro 
him indeed as ruling over Men, but full” ru 
ling over them, as over reaſomable Creatures, 


| by Laws, and by Rewards, and Puniſbments: 


And that though he promiſes, and accordingiy 
3 affords 


PREFACE. VU 


affords to them the Afiſtance of his holy Spirit, 
as that alſo of his own Condut# in Providence; 
yet with all theſe Aids and Helps, he leaves 
them the Uſe of their own Liberty; dealing 
with them only according to the Engeavours and 
Efarts that, thus aſſiſted, they themſelves make 
inthe Way of their Duty. In ſhort, Expert- 
ence confirms it. Wherefore in Order lo re- 
concile this Methed of Governing with the 
divine Purpoſe, which is, according to Elec- 
tion, I found it abjolutely neceſſary. to_ingquire 
ther concerning St. Paul's Meaning in the © 
mentioned Text ; and after much Application 
of Mind and Conference of many Texts ; at laff 
diſcovered, that the Apoſtle arſcourſed there, 
only of the Covenant of Promiſe in the ſecond | 
Branch thereof, that relates unto the Gentiles * 
in general, juſt as the firſt did to the Fews ; © 
whence it was manifeſt, that he only opened the 


I Way in which the Gentiles were to be admitted 


into the Church, and to the Privilege of baving 
God to be their God, as be formerly had been 
the God of the Jews; namely, that it was only 
in and through Chriſt, the Way, the Doos, . 

only true Way to Life. For ſays the Apoſtle, 
whom he Ae new [that is, thoſe Gentiles 
whom be purpoſed, which Purpoſe he revealed 
in his Promiſe, one Day to take into bis Cove- 
nant to be his People, as well as the aus 
Them he predeſtinated, [that is, be reſolved 
at the ſame Time, that in Order thereunta, 
they muſt become conformed to the Image A. 


to our Children for evergg 
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his Son, and ſo be called and ;uſtified, and 
that then they ſhould be glorified. J 
All which doth very well conſiſt with the 


ordinary Method of e divine Government, 


fince it is nothing but the enacting a new Law 
of Faith in Order to Salvation, of which Law 
the Goſpel is the Proclamation, 

To make this evident to others for their Sa- 
li faction, as it is to me, is the Deſign of the 
following Treatiſe : In which I hope I have de- 
monſtrated, Men are no more obliged to con- 
cern themſebves about any ſecret Decrees of God 
in Order for their Salvation, than they are to 
regard them in the Buſineſs of temporal Life,” 
which none do. And as they do perfor m na- 
tural Actions by the Powers 225 Faculties they 
have by Nature, and do uſe their Endeavours 
in the Bufineſs of the World, as Occaſions and 
Opportunities offer, without thinks ng whether 
there be any, or if any, what the ſecret De- 
crees and Intentions of God are concerning the 
Events; ſo they ought with the Aid and Aſfiſt- 
ance of the Holy Spirit to do what they can, 
and exert their w moſt Efforts for their ſpiri- 
tual and eternal Advantages, without Reſpet? 
to any reſerved Secret, or hidden Decrees and 
Purpoſes of God, wwhi ch bei ng unrevealed, are 
Holly intpertinent to them, The ſecret 
Things belong unto the Lord our God, but 
thoſe which are revealed belong unto us and 
| 2M we 8 do all 


the Words of this La 


Chrifaniya Revealed en 
as 
The gracious Purpoſe of God in 


Chriſt towards the Gentiles, ſet in 


a clear Light, in ſome Reflections 
upon | 
Ro M. vii. 28, 29, 30. 
And we know that all Things work together for 
Good, to them that love Cod, to them who 
are the called according to bis Put poſe. For 
whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predefti- 
nate to be conformed to the Image of hts 
Son, that he might be the Firſt-born among 
many Brethren. Moreover, whom he did 
predeſtinate, them be alſo called; and whom 
he called, them he alſo juſtified ; and whom 
be uſtified them he alſo glorified, 


” 8 _— * _ 
Lag 
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C HAP. 7 = 
INTRODUCTION. 
HE Apoſtle having given the believing 


Romans ſeveral Encouragements in the 
former Part of the Chapter, adds another in 
the 28th, and following Verſes, to oblige 
B the 7 
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them to continue on in their moſt holy Pro- 


feſſion, notwithſtanding any Impediments 


that might occur to them in their Way. He 
tells them, that all Things work together for 
Good to them who love God, to them who are 
actually called; and tells them alſo, That 
they knew it as well as himſelf. Ve now 
God hath promiſed that all Things ſhall 


(and we hitherto have had Experience that 


all Things do) wo together for Good to them 
that love God, &c. 


To gain a right Underſtanding of this 


Text, we muſt conſider what is meant by 
all Things; what by, do work together for 


and for whom all Things do fo work. By 
all Things are meant all Accidents and Events 
whatever, that do befal Believers in this pre- 
ſent World, but ſuch eſpecially as do happen 
to them upon the Account of their believing. 
In a Word, ſince no more can be in the 
Concluſion than is comprehended in the 
Premiſes, all thoſe Things muſt be intended 
in this Expreſſion that our Apoſtle particu- 
larly mentions, Ver. 35, 38, 39. Tribula- 
tion, Anguiſh, Perſecution, Famine, Naked- 
neſs, Peril, Sword; aye, Life, Death, An- 
gels, Principalities, Powers, Things preſent, 


i Things to come, Height and Depth ; all thoſe 


Things muſt Ny ether for Good, for 


love God, and , ign that God doth 
w 4 . QR 2 ; 5 J 
FR 4 ASE La love 


* 


Good; and who are the proper Subjects in, 


3 
all theſe are in e's Inference. We 


| 


— ww. 


love us, aye, did fore-love us. And there- 
fore all Things muſt work together for Good 
to us, ſince all Things are under the ordering 
and Direction of God; and if all Things do 
work for Good to us, then nothing ſhall le 
able to ſeparate us from the Love of God; for 

if any could, that Thing would not work 


for Good to us, but for Hurt, and then it. 


could not come from Love. 

By working together for Good, I andern 
that all Things and all Events relating to 
Believers have a good Effect towards their 
Salvation, by the Influence they have upon 
them, and on them, now in the World : 
And that they do produce theſe good Effects, 
not ſingly, He ſeparately, but in Con- 
junction and Concurrence, as one does work 

with another. Take all Things and all 
Events together, and a Believer who has his 
Senſes ſpiritually exerciſed to ſee Things 
aright, and as they are, muſt acknowledge 
that he could not be without them ; without: 
this or that Affliction, without ſuch a Per- 


ſecution, or without this or the other 


ticular Trouble; and that it had been worſe 
with him, but for ſuch a Thing, ſuch an 
Event, as in its firſt Appearance had a very 
dark and contrary Aſpect. 

But who are thoſe happy Perſons to whom 
all Things, all Events. do work together for 
Good, for ſpiritual, for eternal, if not alſo 
always for temporal, Good ? Theſe the 

ig Apoſtle 


Apoſtle here deſcribes by two Chara##s, 
(tho' the two are in Effect but one and the 
ſame) that they are ſuch as love God, ſuch as 
"ih _ effectually called according to the Pur- 
| © | 

4 "They that /ove God; that is, ſuch as be- 

| lieve the Goſpel; That God ſo loved the World, 
| that be gave, for a Paſſover-Offcring, bis 

| only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth'in 
| 


him might not periſh, but have eternal Life : 


And conſequently who from this Belief are 
'h brought to /ave God for that his tranſcendent 
and unſpeakable Gift. This Love conſiſts 
not barely in a paſſionate Emotion of the 
Heart towards God, but is a practical Love, 
A2 Love obliging and conſtraining thoſe who 
| have it, to do the Will of God, and keep 


his Commandments, as the true Expreffion 
iſ thereof; ſuch” Lovers of God, they are the 
| | Perſons whom all Things work together 
unto for Good, This for the firſt Cha- 
| 
| 


li But the Apoſtle, to have an Occafion to 
ſet out the divine Pur poſe at large, in all the | 
Branches of it, does further deſcribe thoſe | 


| evbo love God, and are the proper Subjects of 
the fore-mentioned Privilege, to be ſuch as 
| are actually called, according to the Purpoſe, 
| | roi KATH 1 xNroig Fo. There 18 that 

' Emphaſis in theſe Words, Trois wamrols B, 
| 3 obliges to a particular Conſideration of 
\ |S them: 


them : And I think they cannot be expteſſed 
better, to their true Intention, g as 
have done it, 0 ſuch as are adduully, that is, 
ſuch as are effectually called, "Tos e tow, 
to the called that are, 
To underſtand which; we muſt dilemgul fy 
between Perſons, as they are faid to be called 
in God's Purpoſe, and as they are called ac<- 
tually according to that Purpoſe; the former 
8 of then as of Perſons that God in his 
arpoſe deſgm to call; the latter peaks of 
Pye as Pecfons that are actually called, ar- 
cording to that Deſgn, the ſame Perſons as 
meant, but under different Confiderations 3 
as the ſame Thing is meant, but ity different 
States, when Men fay it is in Þrientfon, or it 
is in Execution, the former when it is bat 
 defigned, the latter When effedfed, Thie 
Apoſtle by this Expreffion in the 28 Verſe; 
means he called that are fo in Execution, and 
not thoſe who are called only! in E of 
m the Purpoſe of God: 1 


Of the rene of Gau whit if ts, — 


57 Puxrogs TH underſtand the great 

E Council of God in the Cpenanf of 
Grace, ſet out 92 Wl . where he 
omiſes to be a 75 e m, and to 
25 SEED; which 1 (as our Apoſtle tells, 
Gal, iii. 16.) is Chriſt. It is alſo ſet out, 


Gen, xviti, 18, where God ſpeaking of Abras 
bam, 


bam, ſays, that all the Nations of the Earth 
l be bleſſed in him; and interprets what he 
then ſaid concerning Abraham, when after- 
| wards ſpeaking to him, Gen. xxii. 18, he 
ij ſays, In thy SEED ſhall all the Nations of the 
Earth be bleſſed. Put all together, and the 
| Meaning is, that not only the natural De- 
| ſcendants of Abraham, by his Son J/aac, 
ff namely the Maelites or Jar, ſhould have 
the Blefling of the Promiſe; but tho' theſe 
| ſhould have the Preheminence in point of 
Time, and be the only v1/ible Election, as 
| Abraham! Children, for that Time; yet a 
ik Time. ſhould come aljo, when all the other 
Nations of the Earth, namely the Gentiles, 
1 ſhould be taken into equal Participation of 
the ſame Blefling with the Jews, through the 
Seed of. Abraham, that- is, through Chriſt. 4 
All this is. myſtically couched in the Hiſflory, 
and thence | does our Apoſtle gather it. The 
Promiſe was given unto Abrabam, and to his 
Seed, while Jaac was yet unborn z but yet 
it is ſaid, that in Iſaac ſhall the Seed be called; 
to ſhew, that not the.Children after the FLesH, 
but the Children of (the PRoMisE, the Chil- 
| dren of the Faith of Abraham, ſhould _ be 
| counted for SEED. And it is this Deſgn and 
Council of God (to wit; one Day to take 
the Gentiles into equal Participation of the fe- 
deral Bleſſing together with the Jews through 
| Chriſt the true Iſaac, or Son of the Promiſe) 
that 18 April and by Way of Emi- 
nence 


| E 
* 
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nence ſtiled the Purpoſe; as being a De- 
ſign revealed, long before its Execution and 
Performance. | 

Nothing can more plainly be ſaid than all 
this is, by our Apoſtle to the Ephefians, 
Chap. iii. 8, 9, 10, 11. Unto me who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace 
given, that I ſhould preach among the Gen- 
tiles the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt," and to 
make all Men ſee what is the Fellowſhip of the 
Myſtery which from the Beginning of the 
Mord (as our Tranſlators render, of which 
more hereafter) hath been hid in God, who 
created all Things by Jeſus Chriſt : To the In- 
tent that now unto the Principalities and 
Powers in heavenly Places might be known by 
the Church [of the ele& Gentiles] the mani 
fold Wiſdom of God, according to the eternal 
Purpoſe, which he purpoſed in Chriſt ; fo our 
Tranſlators render theſe words, xaT# , 
Towy Auwvwv iu ETOINoev E Xp1ge. But they may 
be rendered more exactly to the Greet, more 
agreeable to the Apoſtle's Deſign, and more 
conſonantly to the Analogy of Faith, in 
other Scriptures, thus: According to the Pre- 
diſpoſition of the Ages which he made in Chriſt, 
to wit, when in the Covenant of Promiſe 
he purpoſed and pre-ordered the ſeyeral Dijſ- 
penſations; one belonging to the Jews, which 
was before Chriſt, the other to the Gentzles, 
-which was after ; the Time of the Law, and 
the Time of the Goſþe/ For that it is of 

Times | 
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Times the Apoſtle ſpeaks, appears by the 
now which is expreſſed, Ver. 11, and by 
then, which is implied, Ver. 9g. And of 
this P rpoſe, that was, made in Chriſt, in-the 
federal Tranſaction between God and Abra- 
ham, does our Apoſtle ſpeak, Rom. vili. 28, 
as will be.very manifeſt when I ſhall have 
ſhewed the 4 that the 28th Verſe 
hath with the 2gth.and following Verſes. 
From what I have diſcourſed, it evidently 
follows: that by Purpoſe we are not, to un- 


derſtand any ſecret private Counſels or De- 
crees of God, that lie concealed in the Heart, 


in reference to Mens Conditions in this or 
the other World, but ſome revealed Purpoſe 
and Decree ; and conſequently that we ought 
to frame all the Ideas and Notions which we 
have concerning the Nature of it, the Order 
in its ſeveral Steps, and about 178 Extent, 


according to the Analogy of. Revelation in the 


holy Seriptures ; and not by any Imagina- 
tions we form to ourſelves, of the immanent 
Acts of God, and their Relation one to an- 


other, according to human Methods. Thus 


our Apoſtle, in the gth Chapter os his Epiſtle 
to the Romans, where he gives them Inſtances 


of the; divine Purpoſe, — 2 to Election, 


affirms nothing but from the holy Scrip- 


| tures, which he perpetually quotes on that 


Occaſion ; as Verſe 6. Not as tho the Word of 
Gad had talen no E Hect, for they are not all 


Iſrael that are of Iſrael, &c. And Verſe . 
For 


of God to the Gentiles. 9 


For this 1s the Word of Promiſe, &c. And 
Verſe 12, It was ſaid unto ber, &c, Verſe 
13, It is written, &c. And in Verſe 25, As 
he faith in O/ee, &c. 

It follows alſo, I am under no Neceſſity of 
ſaying any Thing of the Councel of God 
his Purpoſe] as it is an eternal Act; tho' I 
own that all the immanent Acts of God are 
eternal : Nor do I find the Apoſtle ſpeaking 
of it under that Conſideration : I -confider 
it only as it is a Promiſe, and as revealed, 
and this was done in Time. Our Tranſlators, 
I confeſs, as well as the Generality of our 
Divines led by them, infiſt much upon the 
Eternity of the Purpoſe; and the Verſions 
of many Texts are preſſed to favour it. I 
might inſtance in divers, (as I have in one 
already) but intending to clear them all in 
their proper Places, I will at this Time con- 
tent myſelf to mention Epbeſ. iii. . | 

This Text, as I obſerved before, is ren- 
dered by our Tranſlators thus; And to make 
all Men fee what is the Fellowſhip of the Myj- 
tery, which from the Beginning of the World 
lath been hid in God wwho created all Things by 


- 


Jeſus Chriſt. And indeed in this Verſion the 


Text is made to ſpeak perſpicuouſly enough 


of the Eternity of this Myſtery ; as which, 
from the Beginning of the World, that is, 
ever ſince the Beginning of the World, hath 
been kept a Secret in the Heart of God, 
without being manifeſted, or revealed till 
Now; that is, till in the Time of the Apoſtles. 
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But the Original i is thus, Kai Ofrivas Ts oe; 
Tis 7 Eo õẽ, TS Mug-npis TE , xp 
d r Al & To Sec, Sc. And to ſbeu 
or manifeſt, 70 all what is the Fellowſhip, or 
Communion, of the Myſtery ; that which was 
bid from the AGEs in God even the Father, 
And here 1s nothing in the leaſt, that ſpeaks 
of the BEGINNING of the WokLD. 
| The Senſe then, according to the literal 
Verſion, is this; The Fealouſbip of the Gen- 
tiles with the Jeus in the Covenant of Abra- 
bam, was a Myſtery that was hid from the 
former Ages, in the Promiſe and Purpoſe of 
God ; as Treaſure in a Mine, which tho' 
theres yet is not known of Men to be there, 
till it be digged up and brought to Light. 
And thus, it is no more than what the Apoſtle | 
had ſaid before, in the Beginning of the 
Chapter, concerning this very Myſtery, via. 
that in other Ages, in erepag yeveaic, in other 
Generations (that proceeded) it was not made 
known unto (and conſequently muſt in thoſe 
Times be hid from) the Sons of Men, us it is 
now revealed to the Apoſtles, and evangelical 
Prophets by the Spirit [of Chriſt.) Nor does 
the Apoſile ſay the Myſtery was abſolutely 
and totally hid in ——— Ages, ſo that 
it was not then revealed at all, but that it 
was hid in Compariſon, as to the Clearneis 
and Fulneſs with which it is revealed ow; 
It was not made neun in thoſe Times] as 
it is Now revealed, But what was this Myſ- 


2 tery 


ſame Body [with the 
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tery of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Verſe 57. 
It is no other than he ſpeaks of Verſe , 
where he names it the Fellowſhip of the Myſ- 
tery; that is, a Fellowſhip in the Promiſe, 
which Fellowſhip is a Myſtery : For the 
Apoſtle deſcribes the Myſtery he had ſpoken 
of Verſe 5, in theſe Terms, Verſe 6. That 
the Gentiles ſhould be Fellow-heirs, and of the 
Jeus,] and Partahers 
of his [God's] PROMISE in Chriſt, by the 
Goſpel. 15 9h 
I am further confirmed in the Senſe that I 
have given by two Conſiderations. 

The firſt is, that as the Apoſtle, Ver. 4, 
5, denominates the Myſtery (of which be 


ſays that it was not made known in other Gene- 


rations, to the Sons of Men, As it is Now re- 
vealed, &c.) the MYSTERY of CHRIsT ; ſo 
when, Verſe 9, he ſpeaks of the Myſtery 
which was hid from Ages in God, he adds 
Words equivalent to the former, who created 
all Things IN CnRISTH; plainly implying 
that the Myſtery he there ſpeaks of, had re- 
lation unto Chriſt, and was the ſame with 
that he had denominated before, the Myſtery 
of Chriſt. | 

The ſecond Conſideration is, that when 


the Apoſtle ſays, the Myſtery was bid from 


the Apes, amo r Asch, he ma 


y well 


enough be underſtood, altho' he ſpeaks plu- 
rally, to intend no other Tyme but that of 
the legal Diſpenſution, which was meaſured 
£0) of C 2 by 
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by Jubiltes, that is by Ages, Aldveg, or See 
cula; and which for that Reaſon (as being 
compoſed of little Ages) is exprefled by 


ob., Alu, Secular Times. 


Thus when the Apoſtle, 2 Tm. i. 9, 
ſpeaks of the holy Calling wherewith we [the 


Gentiles] are called [by God ;] he faith, 


that it was, not according to our Works, but 
according to his own Purpoſe and Grace [or 
gracious Purpoſe] which was given us in 
Chriſt, T9 xe Awvioy: Nor as our Tran- 
flators render, before the World began, for to 
the Letters there is nothing of Zhat in the 
Phraſe ; BuT ante tempora ſecularia, before 
the ſecular Times, that is, before the Times 


of the Law. And ſo it imports a Senſe, not 


only very eaſy, but of great Moment, and 
inſiſted on as ſuch by the Apoſtle, Gal. iii. 
17. And Tris I sAx, that the Covenant 
that was confirmed BEFORE {not before the 
World began, but before the giving of the 
Law upon Mount Sinai] of God in Chriſt, THE 
Law, which was 430 Nears AFTER, Cannot 
DISANNUL, hat it ſhould make the PROMISE 
of none Effet. And who, after this Diſ- 
courſe, can have the leaſt Doubt that Titus i. 
2, where the Apoſtle ſays, in hope of eter- 


nal Life, which God PROMISED, mgo ypovuy 
Aviv, before the SECULAR TIMES, mult be 
underſtood of the Promiſe made, not as our 

- Tranflators paraphraſe it, before the World | 


began, when there was nota Man to make it 
| to; 


_— 


— 


them alſo be glorified. 


veral Acts in particular, it will be requifat 


the Apoſtle had ſaid before, Ver. 28, that 4 
Tings do work together for Good to them u 


to; but of the Promiſe made to Abre 
4 30 Vears before tbe Times of the Law. 


HAP. II. 


Of the ſeveral Att into which' hy Apo 
diſtinguiſhes the Purpoſe of Grace, and ſom 
Things premiſed that concern them all. 


UT to return, the Apoſtle proceediny 

in his Argument, diſplays the Pu Ros 

of Grace in all the Laer Adds of it. Fo 
ſays he, whom he [God] foreknew, he alſo d 
edeſtinate, &c. but whom he did predeſtinati 
them he alſo called ; and whom he called, the 
he alſo juſitfied ; But thoſe whom he juſt; fies 


Before I can advance to ſet out thoſe i 


to offer ſomething touching the Coherence « 
the 2 8th and the following Verſes : And all 
to premiſe an Obſervation in the general, th 
relates to all the Acts, and will ſtrike a gre 
Light into what 1 (hall ſay concernipg thet 
hereafter, when I come to conſider each 
them apart. 

As to the Coherence, hs 29th Verſe be 
gins with Fog; and For is a relative Pal 
ticle, that relates to ſomething that went bi 
fore, of which it uſes to uſher in a Con 
mation; or at leaſt what illuſtrates it. No 


2 


4 e A od, who are called according to Pur- 
: And then immediately he adds, Ver. 
14 Fox whom be * them be pre- 
22 nated, be called, &c. 

U To com rehend in what the Reference con- 
Wiſts, it will be neceſſary to reflect, it is not 
id that all Things —_ together for Good 
them won Gop Lovss, as one might 
Whink it ſhould have been, rather than as 
1 is, To THosE wHo LovE Gop ; ſince 
is Expreſſion ſeems to imply our Love to 
Pod is a motive Cauſe of his to us, and 
hat he did not „i love us, but we him; 
U hereas he is Alpha and Omega, firſt effi- 
Went and laſt End in all Things, eſpecially in 
e Purpoſe of Grace, which muſt be ab- 
Polutely FREE, as proceeding ex nero motu 
2 only from his own good Pleaſure. But 
he Drift of the Apoſtle, in this Way of 
Wpcaking, is to intimate that the Effect of 
ine Benignity and Love which God hath 
| Promiſed, are not to be hoped for, or ex- 
pected by Men, but in the Way 'of their 
2 ty ; there is ſomething for Men to do, 
me Qualifications they muſt be under ; if 
Whey will receive the Fruits of the divine 
þ * and Love, they muſt be Lovers of 
| od, as well as beloved by him, to have all 
ings to co-operate to them for Good. 
ae to the End they may be Lovers of 
ö Pod. they muſt be effectually called into a 
g Ponfommity with Chriſt; and all this the 
Apoſtle 


it 
. 


4 
WW 
i} * 


of God to the Gentiles. T4 
Apoſtle ſays is according to the Purpoſe © 
Grace. To demonſtrate which, he ſets ou 
that Purpoſe in all its ſeveral As, and 1 
their reſpective Orders: For, ſays he, who 
| be [God] foreknew, be predeſiinated to l 
made like to the Image of his Son; and who 
he predeſtinated them he called; whom he called 
them he juſtified ; and whom he juſtified, then 
be glorified : All which Acts are, in the di 
vine Purpoſe, terminated upon the ſame Ot 
jects, and in the ſame, Relation in which 
they ſtand in the Text. And thus much fo 
clearing the Connexion and Dependance. 
The Obſer vation I promiſed to make 1 
this, That of the five Acts that are men 
tioned by the Apoſtle, as ſo many Links u 
the golden Chain of the divine Purpoſe, fo 
of them in the Greek are in the firſt Aoreft 
and the fir? of them [he foreknew, Teozyua 
in the ſecond ; but one of them in the future 
And therefore being all in one Tenſe, the 
muſt be underſtood of the ſame Time, an 
_ conſequently neither of them ought to bl 
underſtood of the Execution, which is a 
divers Times; but of the Purpoſe and Inten 
tion, in which all might be, as indeed the 
were, at one Time. Thoſe whom he fore 
new dg Teoeyvw, at the ſame Time he alſo pre 
deftinated, #5 mgozyvw, x, Teowp:re. But who 
be predeſtinated, them he did, at the fat 
Time in his Purpoſe and Intention, al 
«CALL, #s Os op:, rug 95 EXUNECE, An 
who 
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whom he did call, them be, at the ſame Time, 
i n his Purpoſe and Intention, alſo juſti ified | 
„ Ne, TETE; x, £lnmewoev, But whom 
Wer 11/7:fied, them, at the ſame Time, in his 
þ urpoſe and Intention, be alſo glorified 1 85 0s 
| Inauwnoe, rurug Ky ed. 1 add, if the Acts 
pf calling, 5 — and glorifying, that 
Ware mentioned here, ſhould be underſtood of 
them in their Execution, it would follow, ſeeing 
bat is ſpoken of them, i is ſpoken of them in a 
Time paſt, whom he did foreknow, them he did 
predeſtinate; them he did call, he did juſ- 
ify, he did alſo glorify, that all thoſe Per- 
ons whom God, at that Time when the 
. 75 wrote, had not as yet actually called, 


ſtified, and glorified, they all are totally 

luded from This divine Foreknowledge and 
Predeſtination ; which is a Concluſion that 
uſt not wo ed. 


* CHAP. IV. 


lf 2 Forekowledge, the firſt and radical AG 
#1 in the aha ©-4 of Grace, 


HESE Things premiſed, 1 proceed 
I; . toſet out the ſeveral Acts with which 
[ he Apoſtle. diſtinguiſhes the Purpoſe of 
i race, of which the firſt is FoxEKNOw- 
EDGE; whom he foreknew. 

i FOREKNOWLEDGE here imports diſtin- 


guiſhing 


of God to the Gentiles. 17 
zuiſhing Knowledge, and conſequently. an 
Rec ION ; om be foreknew, them he oh 
deftinated : And therefore in this Place it 
cannot be underſtood of imple Preſcience, 
Knowledge, or Apprehenſion, for with his 
| God equally foreknows all Things; and 
thus he did foreknow Eſau, as well as Ja- 
cob. But it muſt be underſtood here of ſuch a 
Foreknowledge as that that he had for Jacob 
in a prongs Manner, when he preferred 
him before his Brother Eſau, ſaying of him, 
while both were yet unborn, and in Rebec- 
cas Womb, before either of them had done 
any Good to deſerve, or Evil to forfeit Love, 
The elder, Eſau, foall ſerve the younger, Ja- 
cob, Gen. xxv. 13. A Proceedin inter» 
preted by God Himteir, in Malachi, N 8 i. 
2. to foring intirely and ſolely from. his own 
pr Pleaſure, without any external Motive 
that ſhould influence and bend him to it. 
Was not Eſau Jacob's Brother, ſaith the Lord? 
Yet [tho' they were Brothers, and. one in 
that Reſpe& as good as the other] I loved 
Jacob, and hated Eſau: When there was no 
other Difference between them, then I made 
one in my Regards. 
This Way of God's s proceeding with Ja- 
cob and Eſau, which is according to Elec- 
tion, is applied by the Apoſtle, Rom. ix. 10, 
II, 12. to iHaſtrate the Myſtery of Grace, 
as to its Sovereignty and Freedom, that ſhines 
in the Purpoſe of God towards the Gentiles ; 
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18 The gracious Purpoſe . 


and ĩs alſo made a Ty and Figure thereof: 
And not only this, but when Rebecca alſo bad 
| conceived by one, even by our Father Iſaac (for 


the Children being not yet born, neither having 
done any Good or Evil, that the Purpoſe of 


God, according to ELECTION, might ſtand, not 


of Works, but of bim that CALLET® [of 
God] it was ſaid unto her, The elder foal 


ſerve the younger, &c. 


For thus God, who doth all Things ac- 
cording to the Counſel of his own Will, that is, 
who doth all Things well and wiſely, but 
withal ſovereignly ; did foreknow the Gen- 
tiles, as well as the Fews, when he ſaid to 


' Abraham. that in him, in his Seed, all the 


Nations. of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed ; and that 
he would be a God (even the F ather) unto 
him and to his Seed. For this was an Act of 
Love unto them, proceeding only from his 
own good. Pleaſure, and not from any Good 
that they had done, for as yet they had not 
Being; nor from any Foreſight that he had 
of any good Diſpoſitions of theirs that they 
would have afterwards, or any good Works 
that they would do, or of their Faith : For 
all theſe he did elect them fo, in his Fore- 
knowledge and Purpoſe of Grace; but not 
ele them for : Whom he foreknew, he. pre- 
deſtinated to be conformed 25 the Image of 
his Son; ſo Epbeſ. i. 3, 4. Bleſſed be the 


God and Father of cur 2 Yeſus Cbriſt, who 


hath bleſſed us with all fpiritual Bleſſings in 


heauen= 
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heavenly Places in Chriſt, according as he hath 
choſen us in him before the Foundation of the 
World : The Maſaical World, the World that 
ended at the Deſtruction of Feruſalem and the 
Temple, Mat. xxiv. 2, 3. and therefore 
the World that had its Foundation laid in 
giving of the Law; as will further appear 
upon comparing Mat. xiii. 35. with P/al. 
|  kexvili $3 ſeeing what in Matthew is 
named the N of the World, relates, 
according to the P 2 ro to the Time when 
God hab; bed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and ap- 
pointed a Law in Iſrael, &c. Now, before 
that Time God [the Father] choſe us in Chriſt 
[in his Purpoſe of Grace] THAT we ſhould. 
e holy, and without Blame before him in Lobe. 
The like is faid, 2 Tim. i. 9. Called, not 
according to our Works, but according to bis 
own Purpoſe and Grace, that is, freely and 
merely of his own Motion. 

As to the Extent of this Foreknowledge 
(taking Foreknowledge for a revealed Pur- 
poſe) the Objects of it are not Perſons mere- 
ly but People; In thy Seed ſhall all the Na- 
trons of the Earth be 22 and accordingly 
did our Saviour Chriſt direct his Apoſtles, 
Mat. xxviii. fo go and teach, or make Diſ- 
ciples of, all the Nations; ua dure 
ware 1d EN. The Promiſe is not limit- 
ed, or the Goſpel to be preached unto any | 
certain Men in particular, and by Name, but 
is extended unto all in general; to all with- 
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20 The gracious Purpoſe 

out Exception, tho' not to all without any 
Proviſion. As a King who proclaims a gene- 
ral Pardon unto all his Rebels, provided they 
come in by ſuch a Day; his Grace is uni- 
verſal, excluding none; thoſe only are ex- 
cluded, who, by refuſing to accept it, do ex- 
clude themſelves. And thus God loved the 
Werld, that be gave bis only begotten Son, that 
whoſcever believed in him, might not periſh, 
but have eternal Life. In this Senſe of the 
Word univerſal, as I have now. expreſſed it, 

both the Love and Grace of God is univer- 
fal, and alſo Chriſt's Redemption : God fore- 
loved all the Gentiles univerſally, tho not ab- 
ſolutely; he loved them, but ſo, that whom 
he loved, he predeftinated, and alſo purpoſed 
to call them; and then, having called them, 


to juſtify and glorify them. 


Foreknowledge then muſt not be conceive 
ed as a naked ſolitary Act, ſeparate from 
thoſe that follow, but as in reality one with 
them: It is God's univerſal Love ſprouting 
into many orderly Branches; | he fore/oved the 


Gentiles, but it was in thoſe Inſtances; he firſt 


predeſtinated them unto a Conformity to his 
Son, and then reſolved to call them accord- 
u ; and having called them, then to juſ- 

ify. them, and after all, at laſt to glorify 


1 them; whom be foreknow he predeſtinated, 


&c. 


CHAP. 


ES Mi 


of Gud to: the Gentiles,» at. 


CHAP. 


Of Predeflination, the ſecond Act; its Na- 
25 ture and principal End, &c. 


Redeſtination is a Word that moſtly, if 
not only, is uſed in the New Teſta- 
ment in a good Senſe, for pre- ordering, pre- 
determining, purpoſing of Good; and in 
eneral, it ſignifies a deſigning or forelaying 
1 and proper Means, in order to the com- 
paſſing ſome End propoſed. W 
According to the Apoſtle, appropriating 
the Word, means by it an Act of God, where- 
by he appointed that the Gentiles, whom he 
oreknew, ſhould, in order to obtain the 
gracious Purpoſes which he had for them, 
be conformed, through believing, to the Image 
of his Son ; not as ſome will have it, in 
Actions and Sufferances only, which indeed 
were Chriſt's Lot and Condition, not his 
Glory or Image, but in reſpect of his divine 
Nature, in Godlikeneſs and Holineſs ; ac- 
cording to that of the Apoſtle, 2 Gr. iii. 
18. But we all with open Face, beholding as 
in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, are changed 
[erapoppeue3a, are transformed] into the 
Jame Image, from Glory to Glory, as by the 
Spirit f the Lord. And, whom he fore nete, 
them he did predeſtinate io be conformed to the 
„ Image 
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nage of bis Son, that he might be the Firſt- 


| | fave the Gentiles, | 
= making him the Head of the Election. And 


The gracious Promiſe 


born amoag many Brethren. 
So that Predeſtination is not, what many 


imagine it to be, an immediate Deſtination 
of Men to Heaven and Happineſs, much 
leſs a tragical Deſtination of any unto Hell 
and Damnation, but a * of them 
unto Faith in Chriſt, and unto Holineſs 
flowing from it, as the only Way to Glory. 
The Promi ſe that God would be a God, even 
the Father to the Gentiles, not being made 
= unto them, but in CR IST; Iwill be a God 
to thee, and to 
WF SEED, /ball all the Nations of the Earth 
* ble ſed. 


thy SEED. In thee, in t 


Thus in Prede/iination God deſigned as to 
Jo to honour Chriſt, by 


this the Apoſtle meant to acquaint us with, 
when he ſaid, not by immediate Inſpiration, 


but by ſpiritual Reaſoning from the Fo 
[7 tures, that God predeſtinated thoſe whom he 


foreknew, to be conformed to the Image of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, that he, the Son, might be 
tbe Firſt-born among many Brethren. 
There are many Brethren, many unto 
whom God did in his Promiſe of Grace, 
rpoſe to be a God, even the Father ; but 
PF: purpoſed to be ſo, but in this Order, That ; 
there ſhould be oN E, and onLY ONE (who 
for this Reaſon is eminently ſtyled his Son, 
and his only begotten Son) that ſhould be his 
Firft- 


of God t the Gentiles. 23 


Firſt-born, that is, the chief, the principal, 
the only -oNE named in the Promiſe of Grace; 
and that all the 78 ſhould be accepted unto 
Grace and Favour, but in and through him, 
who, for this Cauſe, is called the Beloved ; 
as being eminently ſo, 'Ephe/. i. 5, 6. Hav- 
ing. predeſti nated us unte Adoption. fo himſelf, 
Tpoopio ag Nu the vio Vere eig aurο by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, dia 'Inos Xpics, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to the good Pleaſure of bis 
Will, to the Praiſe 7 the Glory of bis Grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted, to himſelf, 
in the Beloved.. This Phraſe, Accepted in the 
Beloved, is grounded on the Teſtimony of God 
the F ather, which he gave to Chriſt, Mat. iii, 

17. This is my beloved Son; or, as it is in 
the Greek, where it is more em hatical; 

Ouros ẽg 0 vids pew 0 ayannTo;, THIS 15 that 
my Son, the Beloved, in, or through, whon 
Jam well pleaſed, wv & GK Cora in whom '1 
have an tudonia, not Arbitrarineſs, but good 
Will, good Pleaſure for Men. In fine, Job 
the Evangeliſt, Chap. i. 12, tells; us, that as 
many as received him, Chriſt, - 10 them he 
Chriſt the Son, gave jus adoptions, Right to 
become the Sons of God, sue euros Poole 
Texv% Oe yever Fa, even to them that believe 
on his Name. 

- Believers, as they ſtand in a double Rela 
tion, one unto God, another unto Chriſt, are 
in the holy Scriptures ſaid to be the Chilare 
of both. 

The) 


do believe in him, and, by "believing, are 
P conformed to his Image, b, 22 am I, ſays 
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Chriſt, Heb. ii. 14, and the Chi laren that thou 


i 


} 
* a given me. And in this Reſpect, as the 
Wl 7ews, according to the Letter, were in the 
I» | Covenant of Promiſe, by being Abraham's 
; | Children, ſo are all believing Gentiles within 
| che ſame Covenant, by being the Children 
of Chrif. 
8 They are the Children of God, as they 
(} have God to be their Father; and the have 
C God to be their Father, as, in Chriſt, t & ate 
within the Covenant of Promiſe, wherein 
| i | God hath” promiſed to be a God, even the 
Father, to the Seed of Abraham, which Seed 
is Chrift And thus Chriſt. and Believers 
IE have the fame Father; and having the lame 
Fatber, they muſt needs be Brethren ; and 
so there muſt be many Brethren: But among 
cheſe many Brethren, Chrift is the FiRS - 


} dten, and be effectually called and given to 
im before they can be Gant ; whom be 2 
. 4 Heflinated, them he alſo 10 „ 


| D all the reft muſt firft be Chrift's Chil- - 


U 
"*% 7 


l 
| 


\ * — 
» 

f 

t 

» 

\ 

* 

n 

4 

. 


N 


They are ſaid to be Chriff's Children, as they 
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2. '$ 
#7: 1, CHAP. VT: 


Of Calling, the third AF ; who calls, and 
| how, &c. 


S to the Calling of the Gentiles, they 
are called by the preaching of the 
Goſpel. The Goſpel is a Proclamation of 
the Promiſe of Grace, ſetting out, that God 
will be a God, even the Father to the Gen- 
tiles, as well as to the Jews, if by Faith in 
his only begotten San, they are wrought into 
a Conformity unto his Image, and thereby 
become incorporated in him, and conſequent- 
ly one with him as Members of the ſame Bo- 
dy, whereof he is Head ; ſo that the Goſpel 
is a Call unto the Gentiles, from the Courſes 
of the World, unto Faith and Holineſs, in 
order to their Salvation. n 
It is Gop that calls; whom be predeſtinat- 
ed, tbem be alſo called, and he calls, in that 
he ſends his Meſſengers on purpoſe to preach 
the | Goſpel; of which Meſſengers Chriſt 
himſelf is the firſt, the chief, who for that 
Reaſon is ſtiled THE Apoſtle of our Salua- 
tion ; and be often (may I ſo expreſs it) va- 
lues himſelf upon this, that he was ſent of 
God. And as Chriſt himſelf was ſent im- 
mediately by God to preach glad Tidings, fo 
in the Name, and by the Authority of God; 
Chriſt alſo did ſend others with the fame 
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Election is then executed, when the 1 is 
heard and received by Faith, as well 
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Meſſage, who are therefore ſaid to be An- 
baſſadors of God in Cbriſts Stead, to per- 
ſwade Men to be reconciled, John xx. 21. 
Then ſaid Jeſus to them again, Peace be unto 
you, namely the Diſciples who afterwards, 
becauſe of their Miſſion, were called Apoſtles, 
As my Father hath ſent Mx, fo ſend I you, 
2 Cor. v. 20. Now then we are Ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, as tho God did beſeech you by Us: 


We pray you in Chriſt's Stead, be you reconciled 
ro God. 


But there is more in God's Calling, than 
barely a Publication of his GRACE; for his 
Calls are efficacious; he ſends his Spirit, and 
his Spirit is Power, with his Goſpel, 1 Cor, 
1. 18, 24. The preaching of the Crojs is unto 
them that periſh, Foolifhneſs; but unto us 
which are ſaved, it is the Power of God. — 
But unto them that are "called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Chriſt the Power of God, and the Wiſe 
dom of God, Rom. ix. 6. Not as tho the Word 
of God hath taken none Effect; [that would 
be ſtrange indeed ; but the Reaſon 3 is, that 
they are not really and in Truth Iraclites] 
Fur they are not all Iſrael which are of Iſrael. 
Whom | he foreknew he predeſtinated; and 


whom he predeſtinated, them he alſo called. 


Calling then is Election executed; and 
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preached ; for mere Preachihg is but an ex- 


ternal Call in 2 of "WIKh i 18 ſaid, that 


many 
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many are called, but few are choſen : then 
Calling is an Election, when it reaches the 
Interior ; when Faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word preached.- And this Cal- 
ling is alſo termed, 4 giving of Men unto 
Chrift, ſo faith Chriſt himſelf, John xvii. 6, 
8, 1 have manifeſted thy Name [God the Fa- 
ther] unto the Men which thou gaveſi me out 
of the World; thine they were, and thou 
gaveſt them me [by giving them Faith] and 
they have kept thy Word. I have given unto 
them the Words which thou gaveſi me, and 
they have received them, and known ſurely that. 
I came out from thee, and they have believed 
that thou haſt ſent me. N 
Of this Calling Abraham was a Type, who 

is the firſt we read of that was called, Gen. 
xii. 1. The Lord hath ſaid unto Abraham, Get 
thee out of thy Country, and from thy Kindred, 
and from thy Father's Houſe, unto the Land 
that T will ſhew thee, [He doth not tell him 
what Land it was, and ſo Abrabam was to 
go he knew not whither, ſtill waiting upon 
God's Direction. This Call unto Abraham 
being a calling of him out from others, and 
ſo a diſtinguiſhing of him, is properly an 
Election; and as he is the firſt that is ſaid to 
be called, ſo he is the int that was elected; 
the Foundation of a Church, that is, of a vi- 
ble Election, and gathered People, was laid 
in him, who had the Promiſe. And it is of 

Aram that God ſpeaks, as it were with 
E 2 Triumph, 
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Triumph, and with an Aſpect on this Call, 
Ia. xli. 2, 3, 4, &c. Who raiſed up the 
righteous Man from the Eaſt, called him to his 
Foot ? [made him, with an abſolute Sub- 
miſſion and Reſignation, give up himſelf to 
his Leading and Conduct.] And Verſe 8. 
Thou Iſrael art my Servant, Jacob, whom 1 
have choſen ; the Seed 4 Abram my Friend. 
In ſhort, the calling of Jſracl out of Egypt 
is another Type of the calling of Believers 
out of the World. 

But this Calling, tho it be the Work and 
Operation of God, and by all its true Sub- 
jets muſt be aſcribed unto Grace; yet it may 
not be conceived as a Thing fatal ;. a Thing 
ſo done by God, that Man wn nothing, af 
all to do therein. For tho' as a Call and 
Proclamation, it is wholly God's, and Man is 
paſſive; yet as it is a Call hearkened to, re- 
ceived and complied with, Man's Will is 
concerned therein, as well as God's Grace. 
God waited to be gracious, and will not ac- | 
tually be ſo to any, who when he calls 
them, will not come unto him, Mat. xxiii. 
37, 38, 39. O Jeruſalem,. jeruſalem, 7hox 
that killedft the Prophets, and floneſt them which 
are ſent unto thee ; how often would I have 
. gathered thy Children together, even as a Hen 
gathereth her Chickens together under ber 
Wings, and ye would nnt. Behold your Houſe 
is left unto you deſolate, [your Time is paſt 
now,] For T1 ſay unto you, ye ſhall not fee me 
| | Cem 


| henceforth tall ye ſhall ſay, Bleſſed. is be tha 
« cometh in the Name of the Lord, till you bai 


bliſhed in the Truth, yet if you do not oftes 


Þ * grow remiſs, and at fall away from the 


of God, but it is not given whether Men wih 


for tho it be true, f 25 nt, principally, z 


of God to the Gentiles.” 


. 


in a better Diſpoſition of Mind, and wail 
welcome him . cometh from God unta 
you.] 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. Wherefore the rather fi 
Brethren, give Diligence to make your Callany 
and Ele&ion ſure ; for if ye do theſe Things, 
ye ſhall never fall; for ſo, not elſe, an 

trance ſhall be miniflered unto you abundantly 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chrift, Wherefore 1 will nm 
be negligent to put you always in Remembrancd 
of theſe Things, though ye know them, and 4 
eftabliſhed in the preſent Truth. For thoug 
you know them, and be at preſent well eſta 


refreſh your Memory with the Thoughts ol 
theſe Things, you may forget them hereafter 


preſent Truth, 7. e. from the Goſpel that 
hath appeared to you, and that now ſhineth 
in your Eyes. 


It muſt be yielded, that Faith. is the Gf 


have it or not. God . commandeth all Men tg 
believe the Goſpel, ſo that it is their Duty dc 
believe, which - it could not be, if it were 
impoſſible they ſhould ;, and believing being 
their Duty, it is their Sin, as well as thei 
Condemnation, if they do not. beheye. The 
cannot excuſe themſelves by Want of. Power, 


bt 
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n that willeth, that he willeth ; or in bim 
Wiper runneth, that he runneth ; but in God 
. 1 ar ſheweth Mercy ; who g1 verb both to will 
"t 4 bh ao 0 z his own good Pleaſure ; yet 'tis 
Not from Want of Grace on God's Part, or 
em Trefficacy in the Goſpel, that all who 
have the Uſe of their natural Faculties, do 
pot both will and run, as well as ſome ; but 

eis from their own Perver/ſeneſs, and from a 
ouful Refuſal of the offered Light and Aſ- 
1 nance” Fohn iii. 18, 19, 20, 21. He that 
[1 Ul lieveth on him, Chriſt, is not condemned; 
0 be that believeth not, is condemned already, | 
Fibecauſe he hath not beli eved in the Name of the 
1 75 begotten Son of God. And this is the Con- 
ation, that Light is come into the World, 
nd Men love Darkneſs rather than Li gbr, 
23 ſendeth Light, but Men cloſe their 
yes, and will not ſee] becauſe their Deeds 
{1 Evil; for every one that doeth Evil, hateth 
b 


Light, left his Deeds ſbould be reproved ; 
roy: that doeth Truth, the honeſt- hearted 


an, cometh to the Light, that his Deeds 
| Wh be made manifeſt, that they are wrought 
Wil: God. And if after repeated Trials and 
140 8 vertures of Grace and Mercy to no Effect, 
Pod doth himſelf right, and Men Juſtice, to 
V:1 ſleprive them of what they have abuſed, or 
bontemned, and doth abandon them unto 
heir own Perverſeneſs, what Cauſe is there 
ny complaining or repining againſt Gop ? 
Away 


of God. to the Gentiles. 


270. 399. or, f 
Cicero ſtiles it, Jgnava Ratio, that idle, vail 


and abſurd Method of talking, rather thai 
of reaſoning ; Cui f pareamus (lays that en 
cellent Man) nibil eft omnia quod agamus i 


Away then with that A 


vita, which if we regard, there is nothing 


all we muſt do while we live; but there is 
End of all Buſineſs, as well ige as me 
ral and civil. 

Fhat Author hath given us one Exam o 
of this ſenſeleſs Way of diſcourſing, that wil 
ſerve inſtead of many: Sic enim interrogatt 
1 ys he) J. de fats) fi fatum tibi eſt hoc mon 

convaleſcere ;. . frve medicum adbibueris, H 
non, convaleſces, Lem, fi fatum tibi 90 e 
hoc morbo non convaleſcere ; frve tu medici 
adbibueris, foe non, non convaleſces ; & all 
trum fatum t: Medicum ergo adhibere ni 
attinet. For thus they diſpute, 1f it be decree 
that you ſhall recover from this Diſem 
whether you uſe a Phyſician or not uſe him, ye 
ſhall recover. Again, if it be decreed yi 

ſhall not recover of this Diſtemper, whethe 
vou uſe the Phyſician, or not uſe him, you ſſo 
not recover ; and the one or the ather 5 ig de 
creed, therefore it is to no F to. uſe 
Phyſician. 
After the ſame manner do ſome ill-diſpoſe 
deſperate Perſons, - even among Chriſtian 
diſcourſe in the Buſineſs - of Grace; 
taking Occaſion from the miſtaken Notio 
of Election and Reprobation, that ſuch 


2 The gracious Promiſe | 
[x . Grace with Fate, have very un- 
j! h appily impoſed upon the World; they, con- 


| to their own Experience, which aſſures 
U "= that no Decrees of God forecheſe their 
Patural Freedom of acting, and bat they are 
| { ander no other Chains to hinder or reſtrain 
hem from doing their Duty, but thoſe of 
Ficious Habits that they put upon them- 
ſelves; yet they willfully fall into the groſs 
Abſurdity of arguing thus : If we are ele- 
2 we ſhall be ſaved, let us do what we will ; 
nd if we are not elected, or are reprobated, 
ve ſhall be damned, ler us do what wwe can; 
Peer. is is as good to fit flill and be quiet, 45 
9 keep @ Buſtle for nothing. A fooli Abuſe 
| bf Reaſon, that in Matters of much leſs 
oment would bring them to Beggary, or 
tarving, if they tried the Concluſions of it. 
We have our Lord's Cenſure on this per- 
i erſe atheiſtic Way of diſcoutſing in his Pa- 
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ll timfelf for not improving that Talent, by 
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„ faid he to his Maſter, tba? thou wat 
In Bord Man, who reapeſt where thou ſoweſt 
Ik tf, and gathereſt where thou firawedfi not: 
WY was therefore afraid, and bid thy Ta- 
ber in the Earth. Behold, thou haſt thine 
E. But what Reply does the Maſter give 
his inſolent Trifle.” who . inſtead of ex- 
ing himſelf, does (as wicked Men are uſed 
to 
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able of the Talents, where he who had but 
ne Talent, and hid it in a Napkin, defends 


this Sort of reafoning, Mat. xxv. 24, 25. 1 
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to do) moſt impudently charge his Maſter? 
This we have, Verſe -26 to the 30. His 
Maſter anſwered and ſaid unto bim, Thou evil 
and ſlothful Servant, &c. He calls him evil 
for belying him, his Maſter, repreſenting him 
as an hard, oppteſſive, unreaſonable Man; 
and he calls him /otbful, becauſe he would 
not take Pains, and uſe the Diligence that 
he ought and could, if it had please him to 
improve his Talent. 
Every Man that hath leaſt, he techs 2 
Talent; hethath Opportunities of Grace, and 
alſo Fac — and Powers to improve them; 
ſo hinders him from doing his 
Duty, Fs out his Salvation, in 
Compliance with the divine Calls and Coun- 
ſels, but his own Idleneſs, and the blaſphe- 
mous Sentiments that he frames unto himſelf 
concerning God. As that God is arbitrary 
and tyrannical ; that he glories in his Al. 
mighty Power over his Creatures, and abjo- 
lutely diſpoſes of them as a Potter of his Clay, 
without allowing them any Hand in making 
their own Conditions ; that he is. unreaſon» 
able, and expects Impoſſibilities, requiring 
more from Men than their ities; can 
any-wiſe reach or extend to. All which are 
Calumnies raiſed upon God, and not true 
Ideas of him, that is infinitely good and 
| wiſe, as well as great and almighity. -- 
The Company of the Called is, Elb. 12. 23. 
filed the Church ; conffing o m— 
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 firft=born, 4ohoſe Names are inrolled mm. Hea- 
ven; Exxanoic 1 & Upcevor; amo | 
yeryoupuueu, . alluding in the former Expreſ- || * 
fion to the fe- born of the Children of L. 
rael, which were God's oπj in a particular Þþ * 
Manner, Numb, iii. 13. And in the /atte, | 
unto that of our Saviour, who bids his Dif. | 
ciples rejoice, not that the Devils were ſub- 
dued under them, but that heir own Names || 
were written in Heaven, that is, in the Bool 
of Life. In this Book are regiſtred the 
Names of all thoſe who by profetſin ng Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt, do bear the honourable Title 
of. Chriſtians ; and this is their Matricala- || 
tion, whereby they are entered Citi aens of 
the New Feruſalem, which is above, and is 
| the Mother of us all. And when any of 
. them fall from the Faith, or do reſiſe to 
] walk worthy of the high Calling wherewtth 
bey are called; and tho' they name the Name 
of Chriſt, yet will by no Means depart from 
Tniquity, but perſiſt ' in ' ungodly wicked 
Courſes, their Names are ſaid to be /offed 
out of this Book. 
| Reſolved Ifidels, that wilfully reject the 
Goſpel, and refuſe to come into that heaven- 
ly Society of the Faithful, and to wear the 
Name of Chriſt, are 6: Are, the 
Loft ; as loſt they muſt needs be, as to all Sal- 
vation ; who' when it is offered will not lift 
themſelves under the great Captain thereof, 
whoſe Name is the * Name given under 
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Heaven by which Men can be ſaved; and who 
is the Saviour of all Men, but eſpecially of 
thoſe who believe, 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. our 
Goſpel be hid, ſo that the Truth, Beauty and 
Brightneſs of it, is not ſeen, it is bid, wv 
Toig A., to the Loft, in whom the 
God of this World bath blinded the Minds of: 
then which believe not, left the Light of the glo- 
rious Goſpel of : Chriſt, who 15 "the Image of 
Goa, Should ſarne unto them. 9 
It is the God of this World, Satan, 
that hinders Inſidels from receiving the Goſ- 
pel; dor the God of Heaven and Earth, 
that, by any Predeſtination, or Reproba- 
tion, or other abſolute irreſpective Decree, 
bars up their Way, or otherwiſe · diſables 
them. Gop calleth all Men to repent ; 
proclaims the Goſpel, to all; Ho] every one 
that thirfteth, come, &c. And being a faith- 
ful Creator, not almighty only, but infinite- 
ly true, it is the greateſt Blaſphemy, as well 
as moſt horrid Ingratitude, to think him ca- 
pable of Inſincerity and Unfairneſs ; that he 
ſhould lie or. deceive ; as he would, ſhould 
he publiſb his Grace unto, and not any-wiſe 
intend it for ALL ; certainly all are capable of 
Salvation, tho all are not actually ſaved. 
Some may think the Ee, e is in a 
9 1 ihe Sentiment, when, Verſe 4, he 
ſpeaks of wicked Men, bo were of old or- 
dained to this Condemnation. But the Word ren- 
Kirt by our Tranſlators, ordained of old, is not 
Fo F 2 TAC 
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owpro freer, but Tara ro yeypafat voi, 
I predeſtinated, but afore-deſcribed 
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d 


not of © 
of old; that is, that in the Scriptures of the 


Old Teſtament, where ſuch like vile, wick- 
ed, ungodly Perſons, are recorded to be ſo, 
and ſo puniſhed ; the Puniſhments of thoſe 


(wicked, vile, ungodly Men) the Apoftle 
writes of, are 7yped and prefigured ; the like 
Sins will have the like Puniſhments ; a 


Senſe, the In/tances that follow in the Erie 


| 15 abundantly confirm. 
And thus much for t the next A& 
is IN 4 on = 
"6 H A v . 
1 pak; FAY on, the Jaitth AF ; * Nurur- 
be Author of "it, of (FTE 
* Faith, &c. | 


T Uſtifcation, in the ing Senſe of | 
the Word, and as the Apoſtle Paul 
1 it, is a Juſtification by Faith ; that is, 
Juſtification 3 is God's imputing or accounting 
of Faith in Jeſus Chrif Righteouſneſs, 
or inſtead of Righteouſneſs, to all them who 


do receive him as the Son of God. 


That evangelical Juſtification is a Juſti- 
fication by Faith, appears evidently from 
this, That the Genriles muſt needs be juſti- 
fied the fame ci that Abraham, the Fa- 


was juſtified ; and it is 
plainly 


1 
5 
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plain'y ſaid of Abraham; "That! he belieus 
God, and it [his'believing] was ddcounted 

him for Righteouſneſs. Beſides, Juſtification 
is aſcribed - unto Faith, Rom. v. 1. Were 
being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace with 
God. &c. John the Evangeliſt tells us, Ch. i 
Verſe 12. that a many as received him 
(Chriſt) to them gave be Power to become th 
Sons of God, even to them that belteve on bf 
Name [Son of God.] And Paul ſpeaks ou 
moſt - plainly, Rom: iv. 5. That to bem i 
worketh not, but believeth on him that uhh 


fied the ungodY diy, that is on God, Faith s 
counted fe for. bteouſneſs, as he had ſaid 
Verſe 3, obam's was to him. 


This 7— not only gives the ſame Z 
Anition of the ey Al ion that I 
have, but eftabliſhes it too the ſame way thi 
I have, from that of Aralum. For havir ing 
vouched ſeveral Inſtances of that Faviarch 
Faith, and at laſt ſaid of him, Nam. nel 
223 4 — my rſwaded that: but be, God 
fad promiſed, be was able alſo 3 
He ben Verſe 22. that fbercſare at 
(his Faith) was imputed to bunt, (to Abraham 
for Righteouſneſs.. And then, inithe falle 
ing Verſes, a unta the Gentiies, an 
other Coſpel-Believers, all that he had b 
fore affirmed concerning Abrubum; i nou 
ſays he, it was not written for his Abraham's 
Sake alone, that it was imputed to lim, to H 


an honorary Memorial of his Faith, as tha 
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; N doncerning the Woman who anointed our 
aviour's Feet, was written for Remem- 
ace of her: Fact, but for us alſo to whom 
We be imputed, for Righteouſneſs, f ue 
lieve on him that raiſed 42 Fe Nas our Lord 
Vom the Dead, &c. 
For the better clearing af; this Matter, it 
Fill be requiſite to ſhew wha? is meant by the 
Phraſe, imputing or accounting for Righte- 
<a ; alſo what the Faith 1s, that is im- 
Þuted or accounted for Righteouſneſs ; and 
n ſine, to deduce ſome Inferences that may 
e proper to be known, for a fuller under- 
Nanding of the Subject in hand. k 
Jo underſtand the true Meaning of the 
IPhcaſe, to be imputed or accounted 72 Righ- 
Beoufreſs, it will be neceſſary to eſtabliſh the N 
Meaning of the Word Righteouſneſs,' in the 
rſt Place, and aſterwards that of being im- 
red or accounted. 
R. 8 properly takin; : is a Reſult of 
pe Obedience to the revealed Will and 
La of Ged, which is the Rule and Mea- 
ure of Right. Perfect Obedience is ſuch a 
Conformity: of all our Actions throughout 
Pur whole Lives unto the Law, or Will of 
Bod, as, on its own Account, intitles the 
Perſon who ſo obeys, and who for that Rea- 
fon is called righreaus, unto the Reward, 
Nom. iv. 4, 5. To him that worketh 1s the 
ER-ward not reckoned of Grace, but of Debt. 
2 to him that worketh not, that claimeth 
it - no- 
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nothing, nor can claim upon the Merit e 
his Obedience, hut believeth on bim ſon Got 
in Chriſt] that juſtifieth the Ungodly for ii 
that State the Gentiles were at the Coming o 
the Goſpel of Grace unto an wy FRO 7 
counted for Righteouſneſs. © © p 
To be counted or imputed in this babe, i 
for a thing to be eſteemed, reputed, or reck 
oned to ſome Intent or P what indtel 
it is not, as among Men, when a Courteſy of 
Kindneſs done, ſhall be taken and eſteeme 
as the Payment of a Debt, and 3 
a Bond that lay againſt the — is can 
cel d. Really, the Debt is not paid ; but 
yet the Courteſy or Kindneſs being reckonid 
and - accounted of as if it were a Paymer 
| (by y the Value the Creditor puts upon it) r 
ebt on that Account is diſc! 
the ſame Manner is Faith imputed or © 
counted for Righteouſneſs; not that Faith is 
perfect Obedience, or that God miſtakes 
when he accounts of it as if it were; but 
that God of his pure Grace does put ſo "high 
a Value and Eſteem upon Faith, that he cars 
ries himſelf unto a Believer, as if he were 
2 Perſon righteous in the Eye of the Laws 
he takes him into Favour, di him 
of all his Debts ; and, in fine, rewards his 
Faith with Life everlaſtin g, as if it were a 
conſummate, abſolute, felt Righteouſs 
neſs, And this is to juſtify him; Rom. x. 4; 


5, 6, 9, 10. Chriſt is the End of the Law 
| for 


« 7 


— 


| 


II. 


4 lit. 
| unto Chri/t revealed in the 
| Iche End of the Law for Rightes —— 


| | | than the — Adoption 1s, Adoption 
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it it for the Law could do it only by 
Righteouſneſs and Obedience; — 
ee Man who came to Chriſt enquiring what 


R:gbteonſneſs to every one. that believech. 


to eternal Life, if they could perſorm it, 


e Way of 


e ſhould do to attain eternal Life, is, for 
What End, put by our Saviour upon keeping 


be Commandments; not that our Saviour 
would intimate bis to be the fitteſt Way for 
i be Man to take for the attaining | 

E but, fine the Man was for having it 
11 0 72 [har 


to eternal 


ſhall I de to attgin eternal 
Life] our Saviour in the fir Place, puts 


{in upon the of the Low which if he 


4 
1 

„ 

* 

4 e 
| 


perform, he might that Way come to 
nal Life, but yet, with Intention at laſt, 
to bring him to the Goſpel, that is, to Chriſt 
himſelf, to wit, when he was become ſen - 
able that by the Law he could not hope for 
For then, whither ſhould he go but 
Goſpel, be being 


| one that believeth ? Thus the Law is 4 School. 
| mnafher to teach and bring Men to Chriſt; and 


Chriſt, in . to this Petſon, but ſent 


ae to that School - maſter. 


Some who would ſet up a Righteouſneſs 


| of their own, have in Scorn called the Evan- 
gelical Righteouſneſs a Putative Righteouſ- 
rs But certainly, it is no more Putative 


being 
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being the Imputation of  Son/bip, as Juſtifi- 
cation is the Imputation of Righteouſneſs. 
And Patative as it is, it is ſuch a Righteouſ- 
neſs, as whoſoever, hath it, is pronounced 
bleſſed. Pſalm xxxii. 1, 2. Bleſſed is be 
whoſe Tranſgreſſion is forgiven, and avboſe Sin 
is covered. Bleſſed is the Man unto whom the 
Lord imputeth not Iniquity, &c. Rom. iv. 8. 
Even as David alſo deſcribes the Blefſednefs. of 
the Man unto whom. God imputeth Righteouſ- 
neſs without Works :: and v. g. We ſay that 
Faith aas reckoned to Abraham for, gooſe 
neſs. So ver. 23, 24. 

Faith then is imputed for Righteouſ- 
ni and being ſo imputed, . is. in the 
Goſpel, what entire and compleat Obedience 
"oo have been in Reſpect of the Law: 

t uſliſies, that is, it makes a Perſon. zuft in 
ny Sight of God; in this Senſe; that God 
doth own him to be juſt and righteous, and 
' conſequently, ſees no Iniquity or Sin in him, 
ſo as to impute it (to him.;) but gives him a 
Title to eternal Life or Salvation 

But ſtill it muſt be remembred, that what 
I fay concerning Faith, I ſay thereof only 
as it is imputed : For Faith is our Righteouſ- 
neſs, not from any. inherent Merit that it 
hath of itſelf, and as it is an Act or Work 
of ours; but by Inputation only as it is ac- 
cepted and wy 4 of God, and accordingly is 
rewarded as i it were compleat and perfect 
Righteouſneſs. And this Imputation of 
Faith for Righteouſneſs, being an Act of 
G Free- 
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42 The gratious Purpoſe + 
Free. grace, the Juſtification that conſiſts in 
it, muſt needs be an Act of Free- grace alſo. 
And thus the Apoſtle argues, Nom. iv. 16. 
Therefore it is of Faith, that it might be by 
Grace; namely, the Free- grace of God, 
Rom. viii. 33. God is be that juſt hes, ©co; 


o 1K wy, 


Upon this Keen the Righteouſneſs of 


Faith is ſtyled the Righteouſneſs. of Gad, 


Rom. iii. 21, 22. But now, in the Goſpel, 
the Righteouſneſs of Gon without the Law ts 
tmanifeſted, being witueſſed by the Law and 
Prophets, even the Ri ghteouſneſs of Gor 
arhichis by Faith in Jeſis Cbriſt unto all, and 
upon all them that believe, &c. And it is the 
Righteouſneſs of God in that it was contrived 
by him, and comes entirely and freely from 


him; no Aſan ever did, or could have Haug hit 


of ſuch a thing as this, Righteouſneſs through 
Faith; that we muſt: e believe, and then 
God of this F ree- grace imputeth our believ- 
ing for Righteouſneſs; he reckons Faith to 
be inſtead of Righteouſneſs. Thus we clearly 
ſee the Prtereſt and Influence that Faith hath 
in our Righteouſneſs. and Juſtification, as it is 
ſet out by St. Paul in Terms of the fir/t In- 
tention ; but for ſecond Notions, I know none 


can reach, or fit it; that of Iuſtrument, of 


cauſa ſine qud non, of Condition, or if there 


be any — every Word of Art is too in- 


"— too ſhort to ſuit 1 it. 


The 
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The End and Deſign of God in this glo- 
rious Contrivance of his Righteouſneſs, was 
to thew that he is J, and yet a Fuſbifier ; 
that is, that Free-grace in juſtifying 1s. con- 
ſiſtent with Divine Juſlice, even that Juſtice 
which he oweth to himſelf, and which re- 
quireth Reparation to be made unto him for 
his injured Honour: For of bis he takes 
eſpecial Care in the Evangelical Juſtification, 
fince therein he manifeſts as well that he is 
juſt to himſelf, by requiring Satigfaction from 
his Son, to whom he gives us; as that he is 
a Fuſrfier of all thoſe that do believe in his 
Name. 

Nothing leſs than all this is ſaid by the 
Apoſtle, Rom. iii. 24; 25, 26. We are juſtt- 
fied" freely by his, God's, Grace, [tor God, as I 
have ſhewed, doth graciouſly impute unto 
us our Faith for Righteouſneſs, and yet it is 7 
through the Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 
[It coſt our Lord Chriſt ſomething, even his 
deareſt Blood, but us nothing; it is Free- 
grace to us without Money, without Price; 
though it was not % to Chriſt, but was a 
Purchaſs unto him] «whom God hath ſet forth 
to be a Propitiation through Faith in his Blood, 
[not in Condeſcenſion to the Mrabneſi and 


common Prejudices of Mankind about Expi- 


ation by Sacrifices, as ſome learned Men 
think, but as the Apoſtle tells us] to. declare 
his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that 
are e paſt, through the re orbearance of God, To 


G 2 | declare, 
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declare, I ſay, at this Time his Righteouſneſs, 
that he might be juſt, and the Juſtiſier of him 
that believeth in Jeſus. And this reminds me 


of the ſecond Queſtion, what that Faith is 
that is imputed for Righteouſneſs, to wit, 


that is ſaving and juſtifying. 
Saving fuſtiſying Faith is a practical Belief | 


of the Goſpel-revelation concerning God even 
the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt. This is Life 


eternal, ( ſays our Saviour, praying to his Fa- 
ther, John xvii. 3.) That they might know, 
ſo as to believe, truſt in, and love, and from 
Love ſincerely © obey thee the only true God 
[even the Father, for of him it muſt be 
underſtood, as is manifeſt from a parallel 
Text, eſpecially in the Greek; 1 John v. 20.] 
And eſt Chri/t whom thou haſt ſent, as a 


Prophet to preach the Goſpel to Men. God 


in Chriſt, that is, God as manifeſted in the 
Goſpel to be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; and Jeſus Chriſt as ſet out in all 


his Offices to be the King, Prieſt, and Pro- 


phet of God; in ſhort, to be the eternal Lo- 


gos, Wiſdom, or Word in our Fleſh, and the 


Son, of God. This Myftery of God even the 
Father, and of Chriſt, is * proper O-hject 
of ſaving juſtifying Faith. Coleſ. i. 2.—to the 


| Acknowledgment of be Myſtery of God even 


the Father, Ts Oz wg. [not of God 
fimply and abſolutely, but of God as Father ;] 


and of Chriſt. Rom. iv. 23, 24, 25. Now it 


was not written for his, Abraham's, Sake only, 
| | that 
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that it (his Faith) was imputed to bim, but 
for us alſo to whom is ſhall be imputed, if we 
believe on h1m (God, even the Father) that 
raiſed up Jeſas our Lord from the Dead, who 
das delivered, or given unto Death for our 
Offences, to make Satisfaction for them as a 
Sin-offering and an Atonement, | and 
raiſed again, [by the Glory of the F ther] 
* Juſtiſication. 

From this Text we learn that Jaſtification 
conſiſts not barely in Remiſſian or Pardon of 
Sin, and conſequently, that to juſtify is not 
merely to abe, and free from Sin or Guilt; 
for this is only to declare the Perſon znnocent, 
whereas to ju/t:fy him is to declare him righ- 
teous ; the former only fignifies that he de- 
ſerves no Puniſhment, but the latter, that 
he is intitled to a Reward : As intitled a Per- 
ſon may be, either by way of a Debt owing 


to his Works, which is the eg, Way; or by 


Grace without Works, by the Imputation of 
Faith for Righteouſneſs, which is the Euan- 
gelical Method. 

Being juſtified by Faith, ſays St. Paul, Rom. 
v. 1. We have Peace with God. Peace, Par- 


don, and Remiſſion of Sin is a Fruit and 


Conſequent of the Imputation of Faith for 
Righteouſneſs; and therefore, though the 
Death of Chriſt was neceſlary (as I have 
ſhewed before,) in order to Jalüßcatiog 
yet if Chriſt had only died, and had not 
riſen again for our Juſt fication his dy- 
: ing 


— 
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ing had not been ſufficient to procure Remiſ- 
fion and Pardon of Sin. Tf Chriſt be not 
raiſed, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xv. 17. You 
are yet in your Sins, For though it is true, 

that Chriſt died on the Ao of our Of- 
fences, to make Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice, 
yet he was to riſe again for or Juſtification, 
who were to receive Pardon but as a Conſe- 
guent of our being accounted righteous. Rom. 


iii. 24. Being juſtified freely by bis Grace, 
through the Redempti on that is in Chriſt 


Jeſus 
Whence it follows, that the Word Juſti- 
fication uſed by St. Paul, although a Foren- 
fic Word, borrowed from Lau- courts amo 
the Jews, is not taken in the Senſe it hath 
in them, where it ſignified only clearing, free- 
ing and acquitting in Judgment, as Deut. 
XXV. I. They Shall juſtiſy the righteous, | dnau- 
dogg. T9 dixewoy, in the Septuagint.) And 
therefore our Ideas and Notions concerning 
"Juſtification, muſt not be accommodated. to 
the Uſages of Men in ſuch Courts, or.to the 
LNiceties of human Laws and Lawyers, or if 
woe could not be Chriſtians, without being 
firſt Civilians ; but 7hey muſt be ſuited to the 
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Analogy of the Scriptures, and expreſſed ac- 
HE cordingly in the Form of ſound Words. The 
my Evangelical Juſtification is an Act of 3 
and it is conſtitutive, not declarative only, 


Man's is; it makes, but does not fad ho 


Perſon righteous ; for God is faid (but in 
8 the 


of God to the Gentiles. 47 


the Senſe I have mentioned before) to u 3 
the Ungodly. : 
- vw followech alſo, chat Faith and Obedience 
do not ſtand -on egual Terms in the Buſineſs 
of Juſtification, as ſome, who make them 
equally Conditions of the new Covenant, 
would perſwade us they do; for Faith is ſaid 
in Terms, and directly to be imputed to us 
for Rig hteouſneſs, but I do not find that 
Obedience is ſaid to be ſo imputed, or at all, 
unleſs with reference to Faith: and therefore 
Obedience, otherwiſe than as it is a Fruit of 
FRO. and evidences Faith to be true and favs / 
g F aith, hath nothing to do in our Juſtis 
os. But as it is a Fruit of F aith, and as 
it evidences Faith, ſo indeed it hath a Share | 
therein, 

For the Faith that is imputed for Righte- 
ouſneſs, is, in the Nature of it, a practical, 
a living, a working Faith, ¶ Faith uorting by 
Loue] and therefore is always accompanied 
with Holineſs, and a ſettled Diſpoſition: of the 
Soul ſincerely to obey the Will of God; 
without which Diſpoſition of Mind it can 
no more be true Faith, than the Sun can be 
a true Sun without Light, and beaming of 
Light. But ſtill Faith is , and muſt 
have the Honour to be ſo, as the Root and 
Spring of our Obedience, which God ace 
cepteth not, but as it comes from that Ori- 
ginal; we muſt. love God, and from Love 
obey him, becauſe we believe the Goſpel, * 
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be firſt leved us; and therefore our Obedience 
is called the Obedience of Faith, Rom. xvi. 
26. So that it is not a dead, a naked, a ſolitary 
Faith, a Faith that brings not forth Fruit; 
but an active, living, fruitful Faith [but F aith 
Rill] that juſtifies. 

And thus the two Apoſtles Paul and 
ume, that ſeem to differ about the Cauſe 
of Juſtification, the former arguing for Faith 
and not the Works of the Law, the latter 
for Works as well as Faith, are reconciled 
in a working Faith; Faith juſtifies the Perſon, 
Works evidence the Faith; Paul oppoſes 
not the Works of Faith, James oppoſes not 
the Faith that works; and neither of them 
is for a Juſtification by the Works of the Law, 
for that were to evacuate the Goſpel. In fine, 
James as well as Paul hath laid the Founda- 
tion of Juſtification in Abrabam, and makes 
it to conſiſt in Imputation of Faith for 
Righteouſneſs; only to prevent Miſtakes 
about the Nature of Faith, he ſhows, that, it 
muſt be a&ive and working ; which Paul 
alſo atfirms, James ii. 21, 22, 23. Was not 
Abraham aur Father juſtified by Works, when 
be bad offered up Iſaac his Son upon the Altar? 
Seeft thou bow FAI TH wrought WITH bis 
Works, and By Works was FaiTH made 
PERFECT ? And ſo the SCRIPTURE was fulfil- 
led, which faith, ABR AHAM” believed God, 
and it was imputed unto him for Righteouſ- 
* „and he bas called the Friend of God. S . 

0 
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To conclude, tho Juſtification is a Juſti- 
fication by Imputation, yet, that Imputation 
is not any where ſaid; that T know of, to be 
the imputing or accounting of the . perſonal 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for Righteouſneſs un- 
to the Perſon juſtified : And in Truth it is 
evident, that ſome A# of our cn mult be 
imputed to us for Righteouſneſs, that the 
Righteouſneſs may become 6urs ; ſince, were 
it otherwiſe, to be righteous with the Righ- 
teouſneſs of another, would be as uncon- 
ceivable as for one to be warm [only] with 
the Heat of another. 

Not but that in a right Senſe the Rightcoul- 
neſs of Chriſt , may be ſaid to be ours, and 
Chriſt himſelf may be called our Righteouſ- 
neſs, for he is wk * of God to Us to be Righ- 
 zeouſneſs, 1. Cor. i. 30, But he is made fo, as 
he is made Wiſdom, Sanetification, and Re- 
 Pmption ; he is the Author and Procurer of 
it: It is through bim that we are 27 fied by 
Faith, and have Peace with God; and by 
Him that we have Acceſs .by Faith into .this 
Grace wherein we ſlaud [that is, into a State of 
Grace and Favour, in which all the Juſtifed 
are] and rejoice in Hope of the GLoRY of Ged, 
Rom. v. 1, 2. And this brings me to the 
Contemplation of the laſt Link of the golden 
CHAIN, namely GLoRIFIC. ATION, whom. be 
juſtified, them be alſo ghorified, - 


H CHAP, 


* 
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HAP. VII. 


Of Glerification, the fifth and laſt Aar of the 
divine Purpoſe ; wherein it conſiſts; the 
Author of it, &. 


Lorification is God's bringing of thoſe | 
whom he has juſtified, into a bleſſed 
and everlaſting State of Glory in Heaven, 
Rom. ii. 6, 7, Who (God) quill render to every 
Mari accordi ng to his Deeds : To them who by 
patient Continuance and*well-doing, ſeek for 
Glory, and Honour, and Immortality; eter- 
nal Life, &c. Col. i. 5. The Hope which. is laid 
up for you in Heaven. And, Verſe 27, To 
oh God would make known what is the 
Riches of the Glory of this Myſtery among the 
Gentiles, which is Chriſt in you the Hope of 
Glory, 1 Pet. v. 10. TheGod of all Grace, who 
Bath called us into bis eternal Glory 45 Jeſ us 

Chriſt, &c. 
To clear this Article, which is of ſo 
much Conſequence and Moment to us, I will 


| direct my Thoughts Paco four Queſtions. 


- 1. Wherein the Glory that we hope for, and | 
that is laid up in Hoover for us, confiſts? 
2. Who it is that gave and conveyed this 
Gry to ur; and what Way, 6nd when be did 


it? 
3: iy 
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3. By what Right and Title muſt all Per. 
ſons that pretend to Glory, claim it? 

4. When ſhall the Perſons who have a juſt 
Claim and Title unto G * become actually 


poſſeſſed of it? 


To the ff Queſtion, wherein the future 
Glory conſiſts ? I anſwer, That in general, 
GLoy is the, Excellency of Things; and 
the Glory of every Species is that which is the 
beſt, the moſt excellent of that Species. And 
therefore this State of Glory that is promiſed 
in the Goſpel, and is expected by Believers, 

mult be the 5%, the moſt excellent State that 
they, : as-Men, are capable of. 

This is evident by the lofty Figures in 
which the State of Glory is repreſented; for 
it is not only ſtiled Salvation, eternal Life, and 
Immortality, but it is ſet out by a Crown, a 
Crown of Life, a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
and that a maſſive one too, an eternal Weigbt 
of Glory. Ay, nothing leſs than a King- 
dom, and than Thrones, are uſed to expreſs 
the Splendor ; or than Rivers of Joy, Para- 
diſe and 7 riumphs, to expreſs the Abundance, 
the Delights, and the Satisfactions of that 
State. In n ſhort, it is an Inheritance with the 
Saints in Light; and Light is the moſt tran- 
ſcendent and glorious of all corporeal Ob- 
jets, and the moſt delectable ; and an In- 


beritance, che beſt and nobleſt Tenure, a 
H 2 #; Te- 
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Tenure for evermore; ; and the Saints the 
beſt Company. 

Theſe and the like Expreflions fill our 
Minds with high, vaſt, and charming Ideas 
of the State of Glory. But to come to a 

_ nearer View and Contemplation of it, we 
muſt conſider what the beloved Diſciple (one 
of the three Epoptæ, who were admitted to 
ſee the glorious Scene in the holy Mount) 
hath told us thereof, 1 John iii. 2. Belcvcd, 

now are we the Sons of God, and what We 
ſhall be is not yet manifeſted in us, BTW EPR 

" vepwly Ti eooueda: But we know that when be, 
Chriſt, Saal. appear, or be manifeſted, Ir. 
ba gase, we ſhall be like him, for we 

all fee bim as he is, of which Connexion 1 

will ſay ſomewhat hereafter, in order to the 

clearing thereof. 

In this Text are declared the excellent 

Advantages that Chriſtians have a Title to 
above all the reft of the World, both in pre- 

ſent and in future; that for the preſent they 

_ are the adopted of God, and of his Family : 

God owns them for his Children, he loves 

them in a particular Manner, and takes Care | 
of and provides for them accordingly, which 
is an excellent Privilege: Nez are awe Sons of 

God. But this 7zs not all; there is a greater 

Glory yet behind that is reſerved in the Hea- 

vens for us; there is ſomething that we /ha/l 
be, that yet we are not, a remaining Glory 


which is revealed to us, but not yet revealed 
in 
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in us: What we ſhall be is not yet manifeſted; | 
but we know that when be, Chriſt, ſhall | 
fear, be manifeſted, we | /hall be like bim; 3 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is, in Glo 
In this Verſion of the Text, the Senſe, "us 
I have ſet it out, is plain and eaſy ; and for 
the Verſion, as it is nearer to the Greek, fo 
it carries a more coherent Meaning than that 
of our Tranſlators, who render the Text 
thus; Ir doth not yet appear what we ſhall 
be, but we know that when he ſhall 
pear, we ſhall be like bim. Which Tranſ- 
lation methinks hath ſomething in it not very 
congruous; for it muſt appear unto us what 
we ſhall be, if we know that when Chriſt 
ſhall appear in Glory we hall be like him; 
for then it evidently appears we ſhall be in Glo- 
as he is, or elſe we could not be like him. 
The Text then ſets out in what our future 
Glory conſiſts, to wit, in a Conformity unto 
Chriſt, as he is now in Glory; and ſo it re- 
lates unto us in reſpect of our Bodies, which 
one Day muſt be conformed unto his moſt glorious 
Body, when we in them ſhall bear 2 Image 
F the heavenly, as now we do of the earthly. 
And thus our Glorification is the glorious 
Metamorphoſis, or Transformation of our 
Bodies in the Reſurrection, or at the Ap- 
rance of our Lord from Heaven, when 
e ſhall change our vile Body [To owua Tx; 
' T&Tevwrewg nuor, the Body of our Humi- 
. liation, that Body in which now we ſuffer and 


- undergo ſo much for Chriſt] that it may be 
ane 


| 
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; faſhroned ¶ tig To tyeveo Ia auto Tuuuoppr, that 
the ſame Body may become conform] 

lis glorious'Bady, according to the — — 4 
which he is able even lo ſubdue all Things un- 
10 bimelf, Phil. iii. 20, 21. 1f 6 Z that 


ave. ſuffer with him, that awe may. be alſo glo- 


rified together with him, Rom. viii. 17. 
To Aluſtrate this excellent Subject, and 


make it more impreſſive, I will repreſent the 
\Glory of Chriſt to Senſe, as I find it deſcribed 
-in three Evangeliſts ; for the Glory of Chriſt 
being the Exemplar of, that we Chriſtians 
hope for in Heaven, a ſenfible Idea of bis 
. Glory will give us one of aur own. 


Matthew tells us in the Goſpels, Chap. 


elk Verſe 1 25, . thus, Jeſus faking 


Peter, James, and John his Brother, and 


bringing them up into a high Mountain apart; 
and wat transfigured before them; and his 
Face did ſhine as the Sun, and his Raiment 


. was white-as the Light, &c. 

Mark. in his Gospel reports the ſame, 
Tap. ix. Verſe 2, 3, Sc. Jeſus taking with 
vim Peter, James and John, and leading 
them up into a bigh Mountain apart by them- 
ſelves; and he was transfigured before them, 


and his -Raiment became ſhining, exceeding 
- white as ſnow, ſo as no Fuller, on Earth can 


white them, &c. \ 


Luke in his Goſpel relates the ſame HiC- 


tory; and, as to ſome Circumſtances, with 


mere Partieularity than the two former, 


I | Chap, 
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Chap. is. Verſes 28p 29, Fr. He, Jeſus, 
root Peter and John, and James, ans; en 
ith into a Mountain to pray; and as be pra 
the Faſhion of His Countenance was altered, 
[T9 90. 79 pe] curt trepor, he had an. 
other Kind of Countenance, or Perſon] and! | 
his Rai ment was white and gliſtering [Nm, 
£Zacpamruy, white, refulgent]/ an baba 
rer talked ait bim two Men, which were 
Moſes and Elias, who en in Glory," 
Se. * 
Ie is true, nete of the thires deine Hiltos 
rians was himſelf an E ye-witneſs of that Glo- 
ry; they all wrote thee? cdly: y upon the 
Report of others; and therefore to prevent 
any Cavil on that Side, it may not be im- 
, to confirm what they fay- concerniog 
ö Ie, dy two of thoſe who were diſtinguiſhed | 
from the reſt of the Diſciples, by the Honour 
they had to be admitted to the Sight of this 
orice Metamorphoſis ; and thoſe two are 
Peter and John. 
Peter in his ſecond Epiſtle Chop. i. 16, 
17, 18. writes thus concerning it: Me baue 
not followed cunmngly deviſed Fables, up 
made known unto” you the Power and Cam ng, 
LS 26 Weperiay, the | Appear- 
ance in a ſecond Coming, which will be in | 
Go] of our Lord 5, Chrif, but were | 
ye-atneſſes of "bis MAJzsTY, in "his Tranfe | 
figuration ; 1 be received from God Nb Hu 


fer Honour and G tory, when there came ſuch 
4 Vo; vice 


2 
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a Voice to him from the @&*CELLENT GLORVY, 
the Father, Tbis is my beloved Sox in whom 
Jam well pleaſed. And this Voice [this Bath 
Col] which came from Heaven, We [I Peter, 
James and John] heard in the holy Mount 
{called holy from this Event.) | 
Of this glorious Majeſty: [Meyaacry; is 
St. Peter's Word, the Grandeur] of our 
| Lord Chriſt in the holy Mount, where be 
received Honour and Glary from God the Fa- 
tber, and was owned by him for his Son, in 
the Sight and Hearing of Peter, James and 
John; muſt St. Jonx be underſtood to ſpeak 
in his Euangile, Chap. i. Verſe 14. when in 
a: Parentheſis he ſays, And we [I Jubn, Pe- 
ter, and James] beheld wi th our Eyes L ibea- 
oaele, in the holy Mount] 4is Glory Ito 
wit, Chriſt's, or that of the WorLD in 
Fleſh] | as | the Glory] o, the only begotten of 
the Father. 
Tally cannot better anſwer. unto Tally, or 
fall in more even than this Text of St. Jh 
doth with that of St. Peter; and therefore I 
chuſe to read what St. Joby fays concerning 
the Glory of the WorD IN FLrsk, as in a 
Parenthefis, and ſo it is _ encloſed in many 
Copies; for this will conduce much to the 
ſettling and clearing the true Senſe, The. 
Evangeliſt had faid in the Beginning of the 
Verſe, that the WorD was made Fleſh, and 
Adult among Us : And then it ſeems an Ob- 
4 3 ſtarted up in his Thoughts, which by 
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this; you ſay, The Word was made Fle 


and 
dwelt among you. It will be yielded, that he 
was Fleſh, and was a Man — dwelt among 
you; but how know you he was more than 
a Man! ? That he was the Aoyos, the Wor, 
the divine Wiſdom, in Fleſh 2, This will 
not paſs ſo eaſily without further Proof. 
Ibis Ohjection the Evangeliſt obviates, in 
whit he dds 3 in the Parenthefis, ( And ue 
beheld with cur Eyes his Glory, as the Glory £4 
the.only begotten of the Father.) Do you 
us how we know our Lord and Matter was 
not a mere Man as other Men, but was the 
Wonp in Frxsu, the Son, the Chriſt of 
God? We can ſoon anſwer you, for we know 
it by the Evidence of our Senſes; We saw 
is, Glory as the Glory of the only begotten of the 
Father; and HEARD the Teſtimony: that the 
2 then gave him in the holy Mount, This 
my beloved Son in whom I am ed. pleaſed. 
1 * removed this Objection, and clear- 
edis Way, the Evangeliſt proceeds on in 
(his former Thought; The WoRD was made 
Fleſh; and dwelt among us; FULL F Grace 
and Truth. Which is fo eaſy, ſo plain a 
Senſe, that this, if there were no other, 
- wonlld be ſufficient Reaſon to refer the Pa- 
rent hes as I have done unto the Beginning 
of the Verſe z rather than as ſome learned 
Men, -who: underſtanding. the Glory men- 
f Rinne in it to be the Glory of Holineſs and 
of Grace and Truth, do ſe it to the End 
of the Verſe, 


Sik But 
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But to return, 
This GLory as-of the only 8 mn the 
FATRHER, which Peter, James and John, 
beheld our Lord inveſted in upon the holy 
Mount, was that Foxm of Gop of which 
St. Paul ſpeaks, Phil. ii. 6. where exhorting 
the Philippians to Humility and Lowlineſs of 
'Mind, he ſets before them the great Example 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who being [actually Uwap- 
wv] in the Fox M of Gop [as he was when 
he had on that God-hhe Majeſiy, that Dei- 
form Glory which he received in the Mount, 
he] thought it not Robbery to be equal with 
God {ſo our Tranflators render thele Words, 
Tex apr aljuoy nice T6 eve wow Otw ; but I 
take it to be better rendered thus] He did not 
think that Equality with God to be a Prey [to 


wit, a Thing to be uſed any bow, at his Plea- | 


ſure; ; as in our own Language we uſe to ſay 
proyerbially, that a Perſon who abuſes an- 
other, or uſes him at Pleaſure, as to his 
Eſtate, he makes a Prey of him. Now 
Chriſt had no ſuch T hought in reference to 
the Glory he received from the Father, that 
he might uſe it as a Prey, and now he had 
got it, might keep and hold it, and as Peter 
adviſed him, build Tabernacles in the Mount 
to abide there right or wrong] But he made 
' himfelf of no Reputation [fo it is t 
rendered, but being in the Greek; A eauro 
exerwoe, it is better rendered to the Letter] 1 
but he emptied (ot evacuated) timfelf. And 


in 


1 $54.4 
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of the Father] and inſtead thereof, 


"of Reproach, Scora and , bf 29h he 
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in what Reſpect did he evacuate himſelf, but 
by putting off the Fox of God ? who being 
in the Form of God, and, in reſpect of that 
Form, equal with Sad, be empti 5] or evacu- 
ated bimfelf, to wit, by laying aſide that ex- 
cellent Form [his Glory, as of- * on begotten 


Omin 
again inveſted in human Fleſh, and ſo in ns 
Form of a. Servant. | 

In this Senſe of the Words, there is no 
Need, that, by the Form of Gad, we ſhould 
underſtand. the aca] Dez y of Chriſt as the 
eternal Son of God. And 1 Form in 
that Senſe being a Thing that cannot be put 
off, or laid aſide by him that hath it, I do 
not ſee how, in pet of that, our Saviour 


could be ſaid to empty or evacuate himſelf; 


Beſides, the Form of Gad is plainly oppoſed 


to the Form of a Servant. In ſhort, the 


Deſign and Scope of the Apoſtle's Argu- 
ment is plainly anſwered in the Senſe 1 have 


; aſſerted. 4 1 OF I 


The Apoſtle's Defign was to ſet out the 
Humility of Jeſus Chriſt, expreſſed in the 
greateſt I of Self-denial N. ever was 
or could be; to wit, that tho he had Me 
ceived Honour and Glory in the Mount 
conſequently / had the Ta ſte and Ret of 
that excellent State; = knew that if fy 
came down again among Men, as he was, ber 


fore, he ſhould be expoſed. to the laſt Degree 
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ly a painful, but an infamous. ioglorious 
Death, (for all this was told Bit by; Moſes 
and Elias, Luke ix. 31.) yet to do the III 
of his Father, John x. 18. and by his own 
Humiliation, to be an Example of it to us; 
In fine, to ſhew that what he did for us, he 
did it Si, and on Premeditation; not 
againſt his Will, or without it, by Compul- 
ſion or by Surprize; he even being in the 
Ferm of God, thought not [that] Equality 
with God to be a Prey, but, to pleaſe his Fa- 
ther, and compaſs our Salvation, be evacuated 
himſel if, taking upon bim the Form of a Ser- 
vant, in lieu of that of God, being again in 
the Likeneſs of Men; and being found in Faſhion 
as a Man, %; Cds; toprbels os Abb pures, be 
humbled 76 N75 4 obedient unto Death, 


„ 


Now this Form of God, this Mai TO this 
Glory that Jeſus Chriſt was ſeen in upon the 
holy Mount, and that he laid aſide, in or- 
ag to the compaſſing of our Redemption, 
is the Exemplar and Pattern of ours; in this 
God. lite Form does our future Glory conſiſt 
For we ſhall bear the Image of the heavenly; 
this corruptible ſhall put on Incorruptron, anil 
a this Mortal put on Iminortalit y, 1 Cor. xv. 
49. And we ſhall Be changed, Verſes 52 and 
53. So 1 John iti, 2. We know that toben he 
[Chriſt] all appear,” ui ſhall be'like him, for 
we ſhall ſee him as he is ſin Glory, ] accord- 
ing to that ah our Saviour, John” xvii. 24, 


Fa- 
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Father, I will that they alſo. whom thou baſs 
given me, be with me, n 1 om, to hehol® 
my Glory. 

The "Conſequence in st. Jobi 8 Aua 
[we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall fee him 
as he is; or, which is equivalent, we ſhalt 
ſee him as he is, therefore we ſhall be like 
him, ] is fit to be conſidered; ſince the true 
Force thereof, and the 7 ic it is dme 
from, is generally miſtaken. 1 
> To clear which, we ds to obſerve; 
that our future Sight of Chriſt, as he is in 
Glory, may be an Argument we ſhall then 
be like him, tho' it be not the efficient 
Caiſe of that Likeneſs; as indeed it is not, 
for the efficient Cauſe of that Likeneſs is the 
almighty Power of God in the Hand of 
| Chril, by which he is able to ſubdue all Things 
70 himſelf of which more hereafter ; — 
ever, it is well inferred, that if we ſhall fee 
Chriſt i in Glory, we muſt be ile him, ſince 
otherwiſe, if we were not alſo in Glory as 
well as he, it would be impoſſible for us to 
bebold him: For if the Light and Splendor of 
the corporeal Sun endangers the naked Eyes 
that ACS behold it; certainly: that Light, 
which is inacceſſible to mortal 250 in which 
our Lord inhabits now, would quite extin- 
guiſh and put out our Sight, if its Organ be 
not glorified to Immortality. So that the 
dur Sight of Chriſt in Glory, does not mala 
us like him, pet it 1 us ſ0': For we 
Vio n T9091 Bf: : mut 
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muſt be like him, to be able to ſee him. And 
thus much for the jr// Queſtion, wherein 
our future Glory conſiſts. aug wr 
The ſecond is, Who it is that. gave and con- 
vryed this Glory to us; and what Way and 
And this Qze/tion may ſoon, as well as 
| fully, be reſolved, from what I have diſ- 
courſed already; That God the Father gave 
and conveyed this Glory to all Believers in his 
Purpoſe of Grace, when be pramiſed to be a 
God, even the Father, to Hrabam, and to 
bis Seed: He that foreknew, that predeſti- 
vated, that purpoſed to call, and to juſtify 
che Gentiles, as well as the Jews; he it is 
| that alſo purpoſed to gloriſy them, Rom. viii. 
Whom' be juſtified them be alſo glorified.  _ 
This is further evident from Heb. xi. 13, 
16. where the Author.of that Epiſtle, ſpeak= 
ing of the Patriarchs, Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, that they profeſſed tbemſelues Pilgrims 
and Strangers here upon Earth ; and conſe- 
quently that they ſought a better Country, that 
is, an heavenly: He adds, Wherefore Ged 18 
nur aſhamed to he called their God, for he bath 
| builded for them u City, Clearly implying 
by this Connexion, That to be heir God, and 
to prepare and build for them 4 City, are 
Terms that infer each other. God it 10 
aſbamed to be called their God, For | be 
8 hath prepared for them à City. And if it 
@ follow that he was the God of Abrabam, 
ac and Jacob, becauſe he prepared a City 
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for them, becauſe he was their God; the 
fame Conſequence either Way will hold as 

well for all Believers as for them, ſince God 
is not aſhamed to be called zherr God, 

Xxx. 17. Go to my Brethren (ſays Chriſt to 
Mary after his eſurrection) and Jay unto 
them, I aſcend unto my Father and your Fa- 
ther, and to my God and your God. 1 
This City that God hath prepared is a 
City that hath Foundations | Tents have 
none] it is an abiding City, who e Builder 
and Maker is God is Teyvitng 6 gig 8 
Ozos, whoſe Architect and Builder 16 
Heb. xi. 10. And Eb 
Saviour, Jubm xiv. 2. calls bis Father's Houſe, 
in which are many Manſions; aud thoſe 
Manſions are the Buildingi of Goa, or Houſes 
not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, 
that the Apoſtle Paul aſſures us of, 2 Cor. 
5, 1. We know that if our earthly Houſe of 
this Tabernacle were diſſalued, ue have 'a 
Building of God, an Houſe not made with 
Hands eternal in the Heavens.” | 

What I have faid of God the Father's In- 
en in our Glorification, muſt not ſo be un- 
derſtood, as if the Son had none at all in that 
Matter: But the Meaning is, That God is 
the firſt Author. of our Salvation, the firſt 
Contrivance of it came from him; and alſo that 
he effetts and compaſſes it, but by his Son 
Chriſt Jeſus : For it is God the Father who 
gives unto our Lord Jeſus Chriſtghe Perſons 


bum he glorifics; and alſo the Authority 


4 
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and Power to glorify them. Jobn xvii; 2. 
As thou [Father] haſt given him\Chriſt] Power 
[ EZzoiay Authority] over all Fleſh, that be 
Should give eternal Life to at many as thou haſt 
given him, Phil. iii. 20. Who ſthe Saviour, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt] /ha/l change our vile 
Body, that it Ny: be faſhioned li 1 unto bis 
glorious Body, according to the working where- 
e is able to ſubdue all Things to himſelf. 
But that wor ling is by the almighty Power of 
= the Father, which is called the Glory of the 
= Father, Luke ix. 26. Whoever ſhall be 
= eſhamed of. me, and of my Words, of bim 
"ſhall the Son of Man be ' aſhamed, wwheri be 
ſhall come in his own Glory |that of which 
he had the Eſſay and Trial on the holy 
Mount] and in the Father's Glory [which is 
this almighty, all-ſubduing Power] and in 
that of the holy Angels, John xiv. 10. The 
Father that davelleth in me, He doth the 
Works. So much in anſwer to the ſecond 

geſtion. ** 

The third Queſtion to be reſolved is, By 7 
what Right and Title muſt all Perſons that 
Per to Glory lay claim to it? 

What I Wo ſaid already will make the m 
Anſiuer unto this Queſtion ſhort and plain; Pe 
to wit, That all who pretend to Glory, muſt at 
ground their Claim upon the Promiſe made G5 
to Abraham and his Seed; and conſequently hc 
 -they muſt claim by the Title of Inheritance, li. 
as in and through Chriſt, they are the Sons 
of Heirs of God; they muſt: be Chrift's | ge/ 


ba. | own, 
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own, to be Heirs of Glory, Gal. iii. 29. 
And if ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's 
Seed, and HEIRS according to the Promiſe, 
Gal. iv. 19. My little Children, of whom 1 
travel in Birth again, until Chriſt be FoxMED 
in you, CnrIsT is the Son and Heir ; all 
others muſt be ſo, but in, by, and under 
him, Web. i. 2. God hath in theſe laſt 
Days ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom be 
hath appointed He1R of all Things, Gal. iv. 
. Wherefore thou art no more à Servant, 
> but a SON ; and if @ Son, then an HER of 
God, throug 5 Chri/?, Rom. viii. 17. And if 
Chi Idren, he Heirs; Heirs of God, and 
Joint Heirs with Chrift, TUYKRANpPOYI Os by: * 
not ſo properly Co-heirs with Chriſt, 
' Co-heirs of Chrift ; that is, Co-heirs one 
with another, in and through Chrift, accord- 
ing to Epheſ. | iii. ö. which may ſuffice for 
anſwer to the third Queſtion. 

The fourth and laſt Queſtion is, When ſhall 
the Perſons who have a juſt Claim and Title 
unto Glory, become actually poſſeſſed of it? 

To this I anſwer, That the full Conſum- 
mation of a Believer's Glory muſt be ex- 
pected in the Day of the general Judgment, 
at the Appearance of our Lord in his own 
Glory, in that of the Father, and with his 
holy Angels, 1 The}. iy. 14, 15, &c. Phil. 
ili. 20, Sc. Luke ix. 26. But ſeeing of that 
Day and Hour knoweth no Man, nor the An- 


gels in Heaven, when it will come ; I think 
4 it 
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it worth while to enquire, whether every 
Believer at his particular Audit (for we muſt 
all rand at the Judgment Seat of Chriſt) do 
not preſently enter into Glory upon the Diſſo- 
lution of his earthly Tabernacle ? | 

For my own Part I am well reſolved in this 
Perſwaſion, that a true Believer, as ſoon as he 
ceaſes to live to Men, he begins to live to God ; 
for unto him, as our Saviour tells us, the Patri- 
archs, Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, ARE : And 
if the Patriarchs ARE, I ſee noReaſon but that 
all others who have died already, or who ſhall 
die in the Faith, as well as the Patriarchs, 
ſhould, on their Departure hence, immedi- 
ately live to Ged as well as they, ſince God is 
alike the God of all Believers. 

Beſides, the Apoſtle Paul aſſures us of it, 
as of a known Truth, 2 Cor. v. 1. We know 
that if our earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle 
were, diſſokved, we have [not we ſhall have 
at the laſt Day; but there is ready prepared 
for us, we Have] a Building of God, an Houſe 
not made with Hands, eternal in the Hea- 
vens. And again, Ver. 4. We that are in 
this Tabernacle do groan, being burdened ; 
not that we would be unclothed, but clo- 
- thed upon [not that we would only die, fo 
to be delivered. from our preſent Burdens ; 
but we would be with the Lord to be inveſt- 
ed with Glory] that Mortality might be 


ſwallowed up of Life. The Apoſtle inſi- | 
| nuates 
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nuates very plainly, that Death unto a Be- 
liever is but changing Clothes ; the putting off 
old ones to put on new; or changing Houſes, 
to leave a poor decayed Cottage, no longer 
tenantable, to go live in a new-built, ſtately, 
moſt delightful Palace. 

In fine, we are informed by st. Luke, in 
his Goſpel, Chap. ix. Ver. 30, 31, that Mo- 


ſes and Elias are alive, and that they are in 


Glory: For he tells us, that when our 
Saviour was transfigured upon the Mount, 


theſe two were with him, and diſcourſed 
bim about his Paſſion, and that they were in 


Glory; And behold there talked with bim tu 


Men | a»Joe5 duo, not two Souls, or two An- 


gels, but two Men] which were Moſes and 
Elias, who appeared in Glory L. opberreg a 
02zn, who were ſeen in Glory, as the Word is 
uſed, 1 Cor. xv. 8.] and ſpake of his De- 


ceaſe, which he ſhould accompliſh at Jeruſalem. 


But Peter, and they that were with him, were 


| beavy to fleep : And when they were awake 


[ which is ſaid to prevent Objections and 
Scruples, leſt any ſhould fancy the whole was 
only a Dream] they ſaw his Glory, and the 


tuo Men that flood with him. This, I take 


it, is a ſtrong Enforcement and Confirmation 
of my Opinion; for if Moſes and Elias 
are alive, and in Glory, it is certain that 
ſome are glorified before the great Day 
the general Judgment: And fince there 
is: the /ame Reaſon that others, who die 
K 2 within 
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within the Covenant of Promiſe, ſhould Se, 
and be glorified as well as they, it is as cer- 
tain that they are. 
Thus I have finiſhed my Meditations on a 
Text which, rightly. underſtood, may be 
truly called a KxYV wnto the Bible, eſpecially 
the New Teſtament. And if any Perſon 
ſhall differ from me about the Senſe which I 
have given of it, or in any other material In- 
ſtance, and will ſignify his Reaſons with the 
ſame Candor that I have uſed in my Diſ- 
courſe, he ſhall be ſure of a Convert, if I 
cannot anſwer him ; and of hearty Thanks, 
whether I can or not. 
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DISCOURSE 


CONCERNING 


PERSEVERANCE | in GRACE. 


| By Way of Lx TT ER to the | 
Reverend Me. Edmund Eh. 


E RICHARD BURTHOGGE. 


. 


Reverend Sir, 

Ccording to your Defre, which 1 take 
as a Command, I ſend you my Diſcourſe 
of Perſeverance, occaſioned by. ſome Ne- 


flections on 1 Tim. iv. 1. But I ſend it you in 
much Fear, leaſt what ſeemed ſo agreeablg unto 
you on a tranfient hearing of it read, may ap- 
prar with leſs Advantage upon an attentive 
Peruſal : However, as it is a Fruit of my 
Obedience, I afſure myſelf it will be * 
2 
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The DISCOURSE. 
1 Tim, iv. 1, Ge. 


Now the Spirit ſpealeth expreſly; that in the 
latter Tee fome ſpall depgrt ow the 
Faith [amogyoovras ring rig wigews, ſome 
Hall apoſtatize from the Faith, &c.] - 


PON this Occaſion, the Apoſtle ſpeax- 
ing here of /ome who ſhould apojta- 
44e and fall from the Faith, I think it not 
improper to ſay a few Words concerning 
Perſeverance, and the Oppoſite to it, in order to 
| the clearing thoſe important Points. 

| Many imagine Perſeverance to be a Habit 
| or Grace by itſelf, diſtin& from all the o/her 
Graces that conſtitute the new Creature ; 
whereas it is not any Qyality inſpired by God, q 
that is diſtinct from all the reſt ; but is only | 
the Continuance of the divine Blefling and 
Influence upon us, in the Uſe of thoſe Means 
by which he firſt converted us, and of other 
proper Means; and in the due Exerciſe and 
Inprovement of thoſe Graces that he hath 
pleaſed to vouchſafe to us: So that as God 
converts us not, or changes us without ur- 
 febves, ſo neither doth he make us perſevere, 
but in a Way of Duty, and by the Uſe of 
it 


2 
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it and proper M ans; let him that thinketh 
he 4 take beed leſt he fall. Perſeverance 
is unto Converſion, - but as Converlationf:i is 
unto Generation. 

It is true the Docrrrine of pe yerans as 
ſome have preached it, who make it ab/olutes 
ly impoſlible to fall away from Grace, at leaſt 
ial and finally, hath, been the Occafion off 

Sin, and even of Falling from Grace, 

through Men's Abuſe of it: For thinking 
thrankclves aſſured that they cannot fall, 
it makes them preſumptuous, and it makes 
them careleſs; ſo that they do not lock as 
they ought to do, unto their /ang:ng. Men 
ſo perſwaded, are too apt to believe that 
they have to do, is to be ſure to get Grace at 
the firſt, and to be once in the Favour. of 
God ; for then they think themſelves ſafe. for 
the future, and that it is only God's Work ta 
look to them afterwards, ſeeing his Gifts and 
Callings are without Repentance; and that 
whom he once laveth, be loveth to the End: | 
But bis, as it is to /n becauſe Gras 
abounds ; ſo it is to build their Aſſurances of 
Salvation upon falſe Ground, to wit, on the 
Beginning of their Work, and of that of the 
divine Grace in them, when really it cannot 
be ſtood upon but in the End: It is then on 
ly we muſt ere& Trophies; all other Tri 
umph is before the Victory. Perſeverance 
indeed is crowned, but it is, fo only in the 


Goole of the wh for till then it is not Perle 
verance 
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verance; To him that overcometh ſhall be given. 
Thus St. Paul triumphs at the End of his 
Life, and of his Combat; it was <when' he 
could ſay, I have fought the good Fight, I have 
fiſhed my Courſe, I have Rept the Faith, unto 
[1 the End, that he boaſts; and then he might, 
in a F ulneſs of Aſſurance, that THENCE- 
{FORTH there was laid up for him a Crown of 
| [Zife. As if he had faid, I was promiſed it 
before, I had a View there Sefore ; but 
[170 the Time is come that I ſhall have it; 
Withen it was my Hope, but now my Poſſeſſion, 
. my Fruition. 
To be more particular ; when we ſpeak 
ef Perſeverance in Grace, it muſt be minded, 
| chat Grace may be underſtood, either for the 
Leve and Favour of God, or elſe for Grace, 
. s it is an Habit in us, and in Conformity to 
What Diſtinction, Perſeverance in Grace muſt * 
k indergo a double Conſideration. For it may 
bs taken either for Perſeverance in the Love 
end Favour of God; ſo that God having 
I dnce ſhewed an 75 doth always continue the 
. xpreſſions of his Love and Kindneſs unto 
Ws ; or it may be taken for a Continuance in 
1 Face unto the End, as Grace is underſtood 
1 o be an Habit in us, and ſo it is a conſtant. 
Ind final abiding in the Faith, and in all 
i ther Graces that are neceſſary for our Salva- 
hon ; which ſome think, being once poſ- 
q 


fled of, we cannot totally and finally loſe, 
y more than we can fall from the Love 


| 
U 
i and 
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and Fayour of God, which they believe is 
impoſſible. 9 14 F; | kw I | 
As for PER8EVERANCE IN GRACE, taking 
Grace in the /irft Senſe for the Love and Fa- 
vour of God, it is not ſimply impoſſible that 
Men ſhould fall from it, any more than it is 
impoſſible they ſhould relapſe into the ſen- 
ſual ungodly Life ; for as Men do come into 
Grace and Favour. with God, by turning 
from Sin unto him, ſo they may loſe it again by 
turning from him to Sin; and if the Averſion 
is total, which is called Apgfacy, it will be fi- 
nal, Heb: vi. 4, 5, 6. For it is impoſſible for 
thoſe who were once enlightened, and baue 
tafted of the heavenly Gift, and were made 
Partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have tafted 
the good Word of God, and the Powers of the 
World to come, if they ſhall fall away, to renew 
them again unto Repentance, ſeeing they cruci- 
fy to themſebves the Son of God afreſh, and put 
him to open Shame, As if he had ſaid; ſuch 
APOSTATES as thoſe do become as Jews; 
and, as theſe did, do maliciouſly nail again 
the Lord Chriſt to the Croſs, and repeat up- 
on him the publick Shame and Scorn, and 
Contempt he was expoſed to by theſe Few: 
Infidels 1 that 1 — passen _ 
not benefit them (any more than theſe) 
through their Unbelicf ; they cruciſy him to 
_ themſelves : And certainly thoſe who crucify 
unto themſelves the Son, they cannot abide in 
the Father's Love; God loveth none but in a 
ar N through 
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through Chriſt. So tliat if we hope to per- 
ſevere in the Love and Favour of God, it 
muſt be by continuing in Chriſt in a Way of 
Faith 2 Holineſs; and it is our Buſineſs, 
and muſt be our Care, as well to keep in che 
divine Grace and Favour, as to get into it. 
It is true, the Grfts and Calling of God, 
are Aueræmtlν,⏑² Things not to — repented 
of by God] Rom. xi. 29. And God whom 
once be loves, he loves unto the End, in this 
Zenſe, that the Love of God is conſtant and 
.immutable, as to any Change that can ariſe 
fromGod himſelf : For he is not a MAN that be 
ſoould change through Inconſtancy, or the Son 
of Man that be ſbould' repent ; as if, in what 
he does, he could be ſurpriſed through Ig- 
—_— or be tranſported by Paſſions. 
However, it 2 follow from his, 
chat there cannot be any Change or Alteration 
at all in Men's Conditions with reſpect to 
God ; for tho God himſelf changes not, yet 
if Men do their Will, there mu/? an Altera- 
tion follow ; they cannot perſevere” in God's 
Favour, if they do not perſevere in the 
Faith and in Holineſs. | But the Imputation 
of this : Alteration muſt not be laid upon 
God, who continues to do his Part; for as 
he calls, as he elects, fo his Grace, which is 
all- ſuffcient, is for Men, he is not wanting 
to themq they only are ſo to themſelves, who 
1 declining to do what, on their 
es a do forfeit Grace. 
Ay, 


ry 8 & 
— 


ſhould be able to eraſe hc them from the Lo! 
of God which, is in, Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 7 
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Ay, There is .a; Part Men. them- 

ſelves. muſt do in order to Salyation,; God 
will not do all himſelf, and they do nothing. 
As God doth call. and: ele, ad, offer. his 
Aſſiſtance; ſo they muſt take it, and in the 
Help)of God, give all Diligence 0 make their 
Calling and Elin SURE. God and Men 


throughout the whole Buſineſs are Workers 


together; ouvepyos, and if we do not our 
Part, as God doth hie, we ſhall neither per- 
ſevere in his Grace and F avour, pot at laſt 


receiye the Crown. Rev. iii. 10, 11, 12. 


BEcAusE thou haſt kept the Word of my Pa- 
tence, I alſo will heep | thee from the Hour of 
7 -mptati an, which ſhall come on all the World, 


to try them which dwell upon the Earth. Be. 


hold, I come quickly : HoLp that} of. which 
thou haſt, 35 no Man take 1 1 

It muſt be owned, that / God be. us, 
none, to any Effect, can be againſt us;. 2 
owned likewiſe, that it was the Apoſtle 
Paul's Perſngſan and Confidence for the 


Romans, as well as for., himſelf, that. nothing 


38. Tam per ſinaded, mem neithen 
Death nor 1 fe .. [Pear 7s me, 1 
Love of the 72 2 Ball be 
rate ut from the, 2 God 12 5 as. 
Chrift Jeſus our 2 1 5 | 

bath a Love and for 15 on in his 
. te Lok Gal, e is; be iy 


wy 
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muſt abide in Chriſt, by believing to the 
End, to abide in that Love of God in which, 
as long as we abide, we are ſafe indeed; for 
2090 can harm us, as long as we are Followers 
of that which is good ? ſince ſo long we may 
be ſure of the Love and Favour of God: 
And if God be for 'us, what can be againſt 
vs? But if we forſake God, or leave Ehrift, 
who is our Strength, no wonder every 
Temptation is too hard for us, fince, if we 
fall into Temptation, we muſt certain — 
by it, unleſs God deliver us from the 
for as he only can keep us from Tepee. 
ſo he only can preſerve us in it. And thus 
much for Perſeverance in Grace, in the fir/t 
Senſe of the Words. \ 
As for PRRSEVERAN CE in onen tak - 
ing Grace for an Habit, Quality, or Diſpo- 
fition in us, (which is the ſecond Jeg of the 
Words) it is our Duty, nor our Neceſſity; 
we ought to continue in the Faith, and to 
hold on, and hold out unto the End i in the 
Chriſtian” Courſe; but are not under any 
Energy or Power that neceſſitates us to it, 
without the Concurrence'of our own Wills. 
God will not make us perſevere whether we 
will or no, tho he may make us willing in 
the Day of his Power. Nor is there any ſuch 
Neczffity upon us to perſevere, arifing from 
the Nature of Grace itſelf; for Grace in us 
is a Thing, that in its own Nature is defec- 


tible and mutable; 3 it may be increaſed, and 
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therefore may, be diminiſhed; and what 
cin be - diminiſhed; may allo for any 
c Power of its ' own, be finally deſtroyed. 
And therefore, Perſeverance, which is a Con- 
tinuance in the Courſe of Faith and Holineſs 
unto the End, comes not from the Nature of 

Grace, but is owing to our conſtant Exerciſe 
and Improvement of it, in the Uſe of proper 
Means, and to the Influence of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, and the Bleſſing of God upen bus in 
our unfeigned Endeavours. 

Further; that Men may 7a from — 
in both the * of the Word Grace, is 
lainly intimated in the Holy Scriptures, 

utions which they give us, to ror 
left we do fall; by the Exhortations which 
the) make us, to ſtand faſt and hold out; 
and by the Denunciations they contain u ' 
Backfliders and Apoſtates, And hey in 
male it, not to infuſe Deſpair, Diffidence c 
Diſcouragement, but to excite us unto Dili 
ce, Care, and Circumſpettion : Which, if 

it effect, as it is very proper and a & to ds; this 
Perfwafion, it 75 poſſible that we ray fall, be- 
_ a very proper Means, as God "intends 

t for, to ſecure ny and" * R * 
falling. 

In fine; we th WORK out '0UR | OWN 
858 , and work it as in the Strength 0 

with Far and TRT not 
in Pick eſumption, becauſe it is God Who Work- 


= in us, * we are fafe enough let us do 
1 put in Fer, leſt by Remi 
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nefs, or other Follies, we diſp leaſe God, 

and ſo do force him to forſake us, without 

eren cam do nothing ths is good ; his 
Spirit is our Strength, Phil, ii. 12, 13. N. 

} ore my Beloved, as you have always «4 

5 


. work out. your om Salvation with Fear, 
Wand Trembling ; Fur it is Gad which worketh, 
7 both to will and wo do of bis own- good 
EPlafure... God works in us all our Works ; 
Wbut work we muſt, or all is loſt. | 
It will be obje&ed, that if it is oflible for 
Nen to fall away from Grace totally and f 
” lly, it is likewiſe poſlible that all” may ſo 
I, and conſequently, it is poſſible too, 32 
hriſt ſhould jo died in vain, and that the 
gracious Purpoſe of God, concerning the Sal- 
ation of thoſe who do believe in Chriſt, 
Whould be entirely defeated. .. In ſhort, if it 
poſſible that thoſe who believe in Chriſt 
Band now are in Favour with God, may 
| 3 from the Faith, and ſo be out of Fa- 
1 our again; the Purchaſe of Chriſt is but an 
certain and precarious Thing, and the 
Purcbaſe of Grace, as ſolemn as it was, is as 
1 aeg and defeafiable as that. 
| This is the ſame Objection that the Apo- 


Nle vb viates on occaſion of the Overthrow. 


L 
1 
# 
W 
kl 


a hat Hymeneus and Philetus. had given the 

1 aith of ſome; and therefore I 71 Ng 

f t in his Words, 2 Tim. ii. 17, 1 9: 27 
Fberr Mord the Doctrine of Side will 
Ss as; wad 4 e, ＋ e is ker 
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and Philetus; who concerning the Faith bave 
erred, that "the Reſurrectiom it pa already, 
and overthrow the Raith of — Nx vs 
'THELEs$S, e Foundation of God /fandeth 
ſure having this Seal, Te Lord inoweth 
thoſe that are His. - Aud Tet: every one that 
NTP N abs Ini 


migy,” 
In this Anſwer the Apoſtle dented the G 
ment; for it 


Ane Sequel of the Argu 
doth not follow that all Mall fall away, be- 
cauſe, ſimply ſpeaking, it is poſſible that all 

ſhould, much leſs doth it follow that all will, 
becauſe ſome do; it is but ſome, not all, that 
are ſeduced, ſays the Apoſtle: And though 
abſtractin * all Circumſtances, it be ſim - 
ply poſſible that all ſhould fall, yet, as things 
are ordered and diſpoſed by God! it is certain 
that all ſhall not, All will not; nevertheleſs 
the Foundation of God ſandetb suxꝝr. The 
Meaning is, that notwithſtanding the Defection 
of Hymeneus and Philetus, and of thoſe who 
follow them, the gracious PurPost- of G 
according to Election, upon which he builds 
his Church (and which is therefore called the 
Foundation of God) remaineth firm and eſta- 
bliſhed : It is impoſſible that God's Purpoſe, 
or Chriſt's Purchaſe ſhould be defeated 5 God 
hath. ſet his Sal unto it, and this is that 
the Lord knoweth (that is, he loveth, he pre 
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But uo are thoſe that are his? They are 
the honeſt-hearted ſincere Lovers of God, 
who do name the Name of Chriſt, and are 
departed, and reſolve for ever to from 
Joan quity ; theſe are the & Y, uch as 
| ſeal be ſeved, Acts ii. 47. and the reraſpera, 
che ordered, the diſpoſed for, or unto eternal 
Life. And this the A poſtle intimates, in 
what he immediately adds, after he had ſaid, 
= 7Zbe Lord knoweth thoſe that are his; to wit, 
And vet every ane that nameth the Name of 
W Chr:/t depart from In1QuiTY ; for then he 
will be fure of God's Love, and of eternal 
Wy Salvation, it being only to WorxeRs of In1- 
= QUITY, that it will be ſaid at laſt, Aar 
# Hen me, I Know you NOT. 

Thus God has his Favourites; Perſons 1 
i auch in his Grace, and ſo diſtinguiſhe 
| from others, by ſpecial Providences and Diſ- 
penſations, that they /ball never fall away ; 
by bar they are ſuch as are Partakers of the di- 
vine Nature, and that bave eſcaped the Cor- 
pion that is in the World through Luft, and 
= who. giving all Diligence, do — to their. 
W Faith, Virtue; to Virtue; Knowledge ; and 7 
11 Knowledge, Temperance; and te Temperance, 
Patience; and 10 Patience, Godlinefs and 
0. Godlinoſs, Brotherly. Kindneſs ; and to 
& Brotherly Kinaneſs,, Charity,..2 Pet. 1. 10. 
. u do. theſe Things Npraking of the 
Things that I have mentioned] vou ' SHALL 
WY NEVER FALL. And God ſo orders Matters, 
é . his Favourites will 4 theſe Things (for 
do 
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do them they muſt, or they will fall) but he 
doth not abfolutely pr oniſe d. to keep them whe- 
ther they will or not; he keeps them indeed 

by his Aber Power, but it is through 
Faith; and he keeps them in a Sexſe of In» 
ſufficiency, as of ; 250 3 we and in a Way 
of conſtant Dependance upon him. That is, 
he keeps them from falling, by the Care 
they take leſt they ſhould all ; they being 
kept in a perfect REES of any ſecret Re- 
ſpects or Purpoſes of God towards them, other- 
wiſe than by Signs of their ſincere Obedience 
coming from Faith unfeigned ; and except in 
ſome ved Caſes, or on ſome eſpecial Occa- 
fions in which the Spirit may witneſs to them 
in an extraordinary Manner. I diſcourſe 
only of the ordinary Way and Method of 
Grace; and in this, no Man hath, or can have, 
a juſt Pretence to Perſeverance in the Fa- 
vour of God, or hope for his all- powerful 
keeping, but in the Way of Duty; eſpeci- 
ally after what St. Paul hath told us con- 
cerning himſelf, 1 Cor. ix. 27. 1 keep under 
my Body, and bring it in Subjeftion ; LEST 
while I preach unto others, I myſelf ſhould be , 
a CasTaway. 2 Pet. ili. 17. Ye therefore, 
Beloved, ſeeing ye know theſe Things before, 
BewaRE Je ye alſo being led away * tbe 
Error of the Wicked, fall Fd your own 


Steafaſipeſs. - 
The End of the DISCOURSE. 


M Tus, 
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Tuts, SIR, 7s that Diſcourſe which pleaſed 
you ſo well at firſt; and that it may Love the 
Jame good Fortune to continue to do ſo on a Re- 
peruſal, is the Wiſh, and if Neale will be 


the Satigfaction of, 
Reverend S18, 
Tour moſ beet | 


Totnes, Sept. 25, 
I 4 
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2 A Courſe of Lectures on the Church Cates 


| Tranſlated from the French of the A8 


of New-York, in 


* . * 
K'S printed for Loc xxx Davy 
NERMONS on ſeveral Occaſions ; | with # 


chim. By R. BUNDY, D. D. | 
2 Vicar of St. Bride's, Prebendary of Weg 
" minſter, arid Chaplain in Ordinary to his Mas 
jeſty; the Second Edition complete in z voll 
Price bound, 138. | . 1 
N. B. The Third Volume may be had ſeparate. 
Price bound 58. 2 | 
II. Twenty Sermons preached on ſeveral Occas 
ſions, to a Society of - Britiſh Merchants in fas 
reign Parts. By Basit KENNXET, D. D. late 
Preſident of Corpus Chriſti College, Oxon, The! 
Third Edition, Price bound 48. | 
III. Sermons on various Subjects. By Aba 
BAT T, A. M. late Rector of St. John's Clerken- 
well, and Lecturer of St. Dunſtan's in the West, 


Fol. The ſecond Edit. Price bound Bs. 
IV. The Hiſtory of the Heavens, conſidered, 
According to the Notions of the Poets and Philo 


ſophers, compared with the Doctrines of Moes 


PLucat, Author of the SpeZacle.ge la Nature y* 
or Nature diſplayed, 2 vol. 8. Edit. Price 
bound 98. | | 4 
V. The Life of Hvco Grotivs. Contains * 
ing a particular Account of the ſeveral important 
Negotiations in which he was engaged, and a cri- 
tical Account of all his Works. Price bound 5s, 
VI. An Account of the Statues, Bas-Reliefs,, 
Drawings and Pictures, &c.. in Italy, France, 
&c. With Remarks by Mr, Richardſons, ſeniors | 
and junior. Price bound 3s. 
VII. The Hiſtory of the Five Invian Na- 
TIoxs of CANADA, which are dependent on the 
America, and are the 
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Part of the World. With particular A £ 
Weir Religion, Manners, Cuftoms, Is 
Forms of Government; their ſeveral N 
Freaties with the European Nations; th 
Mich the other Indians, and a true Account 
preſent State of our Trade with them. J 
Fare ſhewn, the great Advantage of their 
and Alliance to the Britiſh Nation, and t. 
trigues and Attempts of the French to . 
them from us; a Subject nearly concerniug! -* 
American Plantations, and highly meritin 
Attention of the Britiſh Nation at this Jui 
By the Honourable C. Col pEN, Eſq; C 
his Majeſty's Counſel, and Surveyor Gene 

| New- Vork. To which are added, Accou| 
the ſeveral other Nations of Indians in 
America, their Numbers, Strength, &c. : 
Treaties which have been lately made with 
In Two Volumes. The Third Edit. 
VIII. An Enquixy into the Patriarch: 
Druidical Religion, Teinples, &c. Bein| 
Subſtance of ſome Letters fo Sir Hildebran) 
cob, Bart. Wherein the primeval Inſti 
and Univerſality of the Chriſtian Scheme i 
mifeſted ; the Principles of the Patriarch 
Druids are laid open, and ſhewn to correſp« % 
- tirely with each other, and both with the 
trines of Chriſtanity ; the. earlieſt Antiquit 

© the Britiſh Iſlands, are explained; and an A 
given of the ſacred Structures of the Druids,|. 
| ticularly the ſtupendous Works of Abiry, & 
F henge, &c. are minutely deſcribed. By Wii 
Cook E, M. A. Chaplain to the Right Hog 
Farl of Suffolk. The ſecond Edit. illuſtrates 
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Copper- plates. Price 3s. Quart. of 

IX. Biſhop NIcHOLsON's Engliſh, Scateq 
Iriſh Hiſtorical Libraries; giving the Chatg 
of moſt of our Hiſtorians, in Print and Mf + 
ript. Folio. Price 11, 1s, 1 
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